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be It 1 is Time for every Man, who i 18 deſirous to reſerve the 5 


«© Britiſh Conſtitution ſecure, to contribute all he can to 
prevent the Effects of that new Inflyence and Power | 

4 which hath gained Strength in every Reign ſince the 

„Revolution? Many Securities to Liberty are pro- 


” 9 


% vided; but the lategie which depends on the Free- % 


4 dom and Independency of Parlament, is the Key- one : 
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THE Author of the Short Hiſtory of the 


3 Oppoſition, though he profeſſes to give the 


_ Hiſtory of Oppoſition during the aft Seſſion of 
Parliament only, does in fact impeach their con- 
duct, not only during the laſt Seſſion, but for 
ſeveral preceding Seſſions; and this without the 
leaſt inveſtigation, much leſs proof. It would 
haye been more in the character of as faithful 
Hiſtorian, if he had not confined himſelf ro the 


point of a few months, and deviated from that 
period, only to beg queſtions that have never been 


granted, and to aſſert facts, as the foundation of 
his Hiſtory, that have been often diſproved, But 
there are ſome poſitions that ought to be denied, 
not on account of their palpable falſehood, but 
on account of their latent maliciouſneſs and evil 
tendency. Now the Author above mentioned, 


as well as the Miniſters in both Houſes of Par- 
lament, confeſs the . eonjuncture of 
affairs, and the neceſſity of all parties laying afide 


their animoſities againſt each other, and uniting 


in the common defence; but, inſtead of obſerving 


eee 32 a4 


his own precept, he ſets out with the moſt illiberal 


1 

attack of thoſe who oppoſed in Parliament the 
coercive meaſures of Adminiſtration towards 
America, till thoſe meaſures were changed the 
Seſſion before the laſt, not indeed from choice, 
but neceſſity; and who, without thwarting ſuch 


meaſures of Government as were rendered ne- 


ceſſary by miſconduct, have continued to oppoſe 


the Miniſtry ſince, on account of the dire effect 


of their former errors, and a ſubſequent and fatal 


experience of their want of the abilities requiſite 


in their ſtations. Would to God ſuch oppoſition 


had not been in vain!—In vain then would have 
been all the efforts of our enemies; our Poſſeſ- 
ſions would have been intire ; our Treaſures would 


not have been waſted; the Empire of the Sea could 


not: have been diſputed with us! Not that there is 


juſt reaſon to be under any alarm from an Invafion 


of this Iſland, whilſt our Navy is half that of the 


Houſe of Bourbon, and whilſt there is harmony 
and unanimity in the execution of ſuch meaſures 
as the King and Parliament ſhall think adviſable, 


Harmony in deliberation 1s not to be expected, 


the very eſſence of which is freedom of thought 
and ſpeech ; but if Men, after having delivered 
their ſentiments freely, unite in carrying thoſe 


meaſures into effect, which are the reſult of ſuch 


deliberation, this may be juſtly called harmony 
and union; becauſe it is as much as the caſe will 
admit of, and to expect more would be to deſtroy 


the valuable privilege of freedom of debate. This 
freedom of debate, however, is,. like Liberty 
herſelf, reſtrained and kept within due bounds; 


and to debate in either Houſe of Parliament, 
whether we ſhould reſiſt the Houſe of Bourbon 


to the uttermoſt, would be as great an abuſe of 


this privilege, as to argue that we are free, and 
1 ee | _ pherefore 


therefore have a right to enſlave others as well ay 
, 1 

I thaught it neceſſary to premiſe this, becauſe 
much has been ſaid of late concerning the crime 
of oppoſing the meaſures of Miniſtry; as if all 


who came under that deſcription, muſt of courſe 


be enemies of their Country, and attached to its 
foes: But it muſt be remembered, that the mea- 
ſures of the Miniſtry are not acts of the Legiſla- 
ture till after they have been ſubmitted to, and 
debated in both Houſes of Parliament; that, 
till then, they are only /ub judice, and fit for a 
free diſcuſſion: And indeed, if this is not allowed, 
there is an end to the freedom of Parliament, and 
of our boaſted Conſtitution, which has been the 
_ admiration of Europe, and the envy of our neigh- 
bours. But, whilſt there is a ſpark of Liberty in 
this Country, there will always be an Oppoſition 
in Parliament to ſuch meaſures of Miniſters as 
ſeem liable to animadverſion, and pregnant with | 
miſchief; for, although Miniſters have great 
power, and a ſtill more dangerous influence, there 
have been, and I hope always will be, among the 
| Repreſentatives of the Nation, many Country 
Gentlemen of great abilities, as well as public 
ſpirit ; many others, of great virtue and unſpotted 
integrity, who, perhaps without ſhining abilities, 
are yet equally watchful for the good of their 
Country ; and there will, from the nature of the 
thing, be ſome too, (a ſmall number in compa- 
riſon of the reſt) who, with great ambition as 
well as abilities, may endeavour to promote their 
own aggrandiſement, if they can do it conſiſtently 
with the real intereſt, and proſperity of their Coun- 
try. It is to none of theſe deſcriptions of men, 
that the term Oppoſition is a diſhonourable one f | 


and it is the fault of Miniſters, if the laſt beconte 


i 


formidable rivals of their rank and power in the 


State: for, of two meaſures, the Miniſter has 
always the choice; and, if he takes that which is 
for the public good, the oppoſition of this mea- 
ſure is futile for the preſent, and the happy reſult 


of the meaſure oppoſed, covers, in the end, thoſe 


who oppoſe it, with diſgrace and confuſion: but 
if, on the other hand, whether from corruption, 


or want of wiſdom, Miniſters propoſe and carry 


through meaſures that are prejudicial to the 
Nation, they will be oppoſed with vigour, if not 

with ſucceſs; and the reſult of their injudicious 
or criminal conduct, will in the end prove a 
diſgrace to themſelves, and an honour to their 


opponents. 


HFaving thus made a few remarks on the nature 
of Oppoſition in general, I agree with the Au- 
' thor, that, if there ever was a time when an 
united exertion among ourſelves againſt the 
common enemy was requiſite, and a ſuſpenſion at 
leaſt of all party animoſity, it is certainly the 


preſent, though he has done every thing in his 


| Power to keep this animoſity alive, and to pre- 


vent that union which he pretends to recommend ; 


and indeed, if his affertions are founded in truth, 
then the union and acting in concert with ſuch 
men is much more perilous than all the efforts of 


our natural and public foes. His aſſertions are, 


« That the moſt formidable foes of Great- Britain 
« are nurſed within her own boſom : theſe, under 
ccc the maſk of Parriotiſm, fomented rebellion in 
* her Colonies, and, by expoſing her pretended 


* weakneſs, erected a combination of powerful 
< States, not only agaigſt her intereſt, but her 


7 


« very. exiſtence as a great and powerful King- 


e 


* 


Ya 


3 


** 


an . ? _ 


a 
"885 
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(.) Hiſt, of Oppoſition, Advertiſement. 


1 

dom.“ (a) Again, With a want of prudence 
ce as well as decency, they tie up the hands of 
ce their Country in the hour of danger; they not 
« only juſtify rebellion againſt her authority, but 


* 


4 indirectly promote a foreign war againſt her 
_<c very exiſtence.” (6) The Author 
confeſſes, that ** to eſtabliſh theſe poſitions, and 
« many more of the ſame kind, fince the com- 
ec mencement of the preſent Parliament, would 
ec be a work of great labour, and little entertain- 
% ment; and he ſhall therefore confine himſelf 
* to the moſt ſtriking features of the laſt Seſſion, 
in which,” ſays he, © they have crouded to- 
e gether the abſurdities of ſeven years.” (c 


prudently 


The aſſertion, that the rebellion in America 


was fomented by the Oppoſition, has been a 
favourite one with the Miniftry, ever ſince they 
found that their own violent meaſures ſo little 
anſwered the purpoſes they expected. Unleſs this 
could be eſtabliſhed, and be credited by their 
numerous Friends and Adherents, (among which 
are many who do not think at all, and from a 
good motive perhaps make it a rule uniformly to 


fix their faith on the Ruling Powers, whoever they 


are) every other hope of throwing the blame off 


their own ſhoulders, would be vain and fruitleſs. 


Now, not to repeat the ample and unanfwerable 


refutation of this aſſertion in both Houſes of 
Parliament, I ſhall take this queſtion up a 
little higher than the above Author has choſe 


to do, and ſhew the utter falſity of it in point 
of fact, and the abſolute impoſſibility of ſuch 


CON= 


(3) Ibid. p. 4. 
(c) Ibid. p. 5. 


+ 
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"E#1 
eonſequerices having proceeded from ſo flight a 
cauſe, even if it had exiſted. 

It is well known, that the Stamp-Act was paſſed 
in February and March, 1765, without the leaft 
oppoſition in Parliament. The right of Great- 
Britain to tax America was not denied; the right 
claimed by America, in the cloſet of the Miniſter, 
of being exempt from Taxation, was not afferted 
in the Britifh Parliament. It is fortunate for the 
ſake of the truth I am now maintaining—it is 
unfortunate perhaps for this Nation, — that the 
ſubject was not diſcuſſed, or queſtions ſtated con- 
cerning the conſequences of this Act in America. 
Many reaſons contributed to this: the Seſſion 
was a remarkably ſhort one; the Nation was in a 
moſt proſperous ſtate; the greateſt confidence was 
placed in the undoubted integrity and acknow- 
ledged abilities of the Miniſter, then at the head 
of the finances. Mr. Pitt, afterwards Lord 
Chatham, was at that time confined to his bed with 
the gout, though he declared, in the ſubſequent 
Seſſion, „that, if he could have endured to have 
* been carried in his bed, ſo great was his agitation 
c of mind for the conſequences, he would have 
_« ſolicited ſome kind hand to have laid him down 
« on that floor to have borne his teſtimony againſt 
ct it: (2) And, in order to induce an immediate, 
abſolute, and total repeal of it, declared, That 
c if Miniſtry did not repeal it, ſucceſs would 
ce be hazardous in ſuch a cauſe : America, if ſhe 
e fell, would fall like the ftrong Man; ſhe 
« would embrace the pillars of the State, and pull 
« it down along with her.” (4)—But this was 
after the determined ſpirit of that Chaney had 

| been 


— 


(a) Parl. Deb. vol. 7. p. 63. 
(5) Parl. Deb. vol. 7. p. 76. 


= 
1 


3 1 
been experienced on the ſubje & of Taxation; for 
it is well known what effect the Stamp-Act had in 
America. The whole Country was in a flame — 
Places the moſt remote from each other, without 


the leaſt concert together at firſt, acted as if in- 
ſpired with one ſoul The greateſt outrages were 
committed in various parts of the Continent of 
America; but they were not of fo. alarming a 
nature as the more dangerous, becauſe the more 
cool and temperate reſolutions of the different 
Provincial Governments, which were unanimous _ 
in denying the right of the Mother Country, and 
Rin agreeing not to import any-Britiſh commodities 
_ X *till this Tax was taken off. When the Parliament 
met therefore in the winter, a Committee was 


appointed to examine into theſe tumults and diſ- 
| 7 rurbances; and the reſult of this enquiry was a 
| = reſolution to repeal the Stamp Act, not on any 
doubt of its legality, but as a matter of wiſdom 
t and policy. I ſhall not now enter into the 
> =X# queſtion of right, or into the arguments that 
1 = were uſed on either fide, becauſe this would take 
- = me off from the only purpoſe I have in going 
1 = over again this beaten ground, namely, to ſhew | 
that the reſiſtance of America to the exerciſe of the 
„ 8 Tight of Taxation was voluntary and ſpontaneous 
© on her part, and not excited by any violence of 
3 party in either branch of the Legiſlature: but 
e ben it is faid (for I am willing to give the argu- 
e ß ment all its weight) © that, though there might 
1 Übe a general diſlike in America to the being 
= = < taxed by this Country, this would never 
3 75 have broke out in the outrageous manner it did, 
3 * 1n the years 1773 and 1774, if it had not been 


* fomented by the ſpeeches in both Houſes 
** of Parliament, and kept alive by great ex- 


6c pectations 


1 8 ] N 


41 peclations from their Friends in this Country.“ 
Now, it having been already proved, that the re- 
ſiſtance of America was ſpontaneous in the firſt 


inſtance, there is no occaſion to prove, that at 


leaſt the ſame ſpirit of reſiſtance preyailed in the 
year 1767, when other Acts were paſſed for grant- 
ing certain duties in the Brizi/þ Colonies in America. 
The combinations in that Country were ſo alarming. 
from this period, that in the year 1770, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who has continued 
in that poſt ever ſince, thought proper to repeal 
all theſe Taxes, except that on Tea, the imme- 
diate cauſe of the ſubſequent troubles ; and this 
was avowedly left, to preſerve the honour of Par- 
liament, that it might not be ſuppoſed they had 


repealed the reſt from fear or puſillanimity. Even 


this paltry remnant of theſe Revenue Laws vould, 
on account of the firm reſolution of the Coloniſts 
to import no Tea whatever, have had no opera- 
tion, if, impolitically and moſt unfortunately, a 


plan had not been adopted, in the Jour 1773, to 
aſſiſt the Eaſt- India Company, in forcing great 
America, ſubje& to the aboye duty, to be collected 
in that country. This was the meaſure that led 


to ſuch a train of unhappy conſequences ; but, 


far from its being oppoſed in Parliament, it does 
not appear there was any debate upon it: cer- 
tainly therefore, whatever reſiſtance was made to 
the operations of this Act, they were not excited 


* ' 


* 


by any Faction in this Country. The affairs of 
the Eaſt-India Company ingroſſed at that time the 
whole attention of the Nation: America was morę 


quiet than ſhe had been for ſome time; and it 
might be fairly concluded, that the Miniſtry knew 


what they were about, and would take care to act 


. * 


— 


quantities of this commodity on the people of 


die away, and be forgotten. 


| 


1 9 8 
in ſuch a manner as not to revive diſputes, which, 
from the almoſt total repeal above mentioned, 
and from other aſſurances given the Colonies by 
the Secretary of State for the American Depart- 


ment, there were great hopes would entirely 


But how was this meaſure, of empowering the 
Eaſt-India Company to ſend their Teas to America, 


and collect the Duties there, received in that 
Country? It was oppoſed in the moſt violent 
manner by almoſt every Colony upon the Conti- 


nent, particularly at Charles-Town, New York, 


Philadelphia, and Boſton. At New York a hand- 
bill was diſperſed in November, in which it was 


declared, © That the fetters which had been forged 
« by Great-Britain, were ſoon expected to arrive 


e jn Ships belonging to the Eaſt-India Company.” 


At Philadelphia there was a Meeting, the 18th of 


October, of all the Inhabitants at the State-Houſe ; 


in which it was reſolved, among other things, 
“ That the reſolution lately entered into by the 
« Eaſt-India Company, to ſend out their Teas to 
America, ſubject to duties on its being landed, 
ce was a violent attack on the Liberties of America, 
and that it was the duty of every American tq 


A 


< oppoſe the attempt.” The landing of the 
Tea was, in fact, oppoſed with ſucceſs in every 
Colony, | my | 1 


It is needleſs at this time to comment upon 
the nature and quality of theſe diſturbances, 


and other violent proceedings in different parts 
of America. The outrage at Baſton was cer- 


tainly of ſuch a nature as to require ſome inter- 
poſition of the Legiſlature, and to ſhew that 


it was neceſſary to ſtrengthen the Executive 


Power in that Colony; and ſomething of this 
kind was looked upon as a neceſſary meaſure by 
C . thoſe 


* 


[1 
| thoſe who were at that time deemed the moſt 
ſtrenuous in oppoſing the meaſures of the Mi- 
niſtry; for when Lord N—þ, on the 14th of 
March, 1774, moved for leave to bring in a 
Bill for removing the Port of Baſton, till full 
{atisfaction was made to the Eaſt-India Company 
for the loſs of their Tea, the debate on that day 
was ſolely concerning the mode of puniſhment ; 
not a word was ſaid to palliate the fact, though an 
objection was made to the indiſcriminate puniſh- 
ment of the innocent with the guilty, It was 
obſerved by Mr. S—e, © That the deſtruction 
< of the Tea was entirely done by a Mob un- 
ce armed; and that, if a requiſition was to be 
, ſent to Boſton, to make ſatisfaction to the 
e Eaft-India Company, there could be no doubt 
f but it would be complied with.” (a) Mr. 
B—g's objeftion was, That this meaſure 
te equally prevented the Eugliſb Ships from tra- 
« ding there, and was a puniſhment on ourſelves.” 
Mr. R. Fr faid, «That he would reſerve his 
ce opinion till he ſaw the Bill, which would 
c 1t{elf ſhew, whether it was a puniſhment on 
te the proper offenders.“ (5) Mr, D was 
almoſt the only one who declared he ſhould give 
a negatiye to the meaſure ; and gave his reaſons 
at large, the principal of which were, That there 
was no evidence of the general concurrence of the 
Inhabitants of Boſton in this outrage ; that if this 
was intended as a puniſhment oP the Town of 
Boſton, it was partial; for other Towns equally 
| ſent back the Tea, and refuſed the landing. (c) 
Mr. P—pps, now Lord M——e, ſpoke in FOTO 
5 Q a 


(a) Parl. Debates, Vol. xi. p. 83. 
(5) Parl. Debates, Vol. xi. p. 82, 83+ 
(-) M. S. S. Debates, ä 
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of the Bill, and among other things, ſaid, © That 
« he hoped the Declaratory Act would be re- 
e“ pealed; that, if America was let alone, ſhe 
cc would return of herſelf to obedience ; but 
c when ſhe ſaw Taxation was for experiment 
« only, ſhe would always oppoſe it.” Lord G—e 
C———þ ſaid, *© He was not ſure but the Bill 
© would be prejudicial to our own Trade.” 
Colonel B -& was too eager in giving his aſſent 
to the propoſition intended, and made uſe of 
that expreſſion which cauſed fo much laughter 
I think Boſton ought to be puniſhed ; foe 7s your 
e eldeſt Son: He hoped, if this meaſure paſſed 
«« unanimouſly, that the Crown would mitigate 
«© the reſt of the puniſhment ; and that perhaps 
* they could not go further, without doing it, 
© as Governor Tryon obſerved, at the muzzle of 
their guns.” (a) It is plain from hence, that, 
if the Americans knew every thing that paſſed in 
the Briztih Parliament, they muſt know, that, 
however diſpoſed the Oppoſition in this Country 
might be to counteract the meaſures of the Mi- 
niſtry, as has been often alledged, there was not 
one among them who did not aſſent to this pro- 
poſal for their chaſtiſement, and waking reſtitu- 
tion to the injured party. In the Committee on the 
Bill the 23d, Mr. R. F—r propoſed an alteration, 
<< That there ſhould be an amerciament laid upon 
e the Town of Boſton.” (4) Lord N—b differed, and 
6s faid, It was now our time to ſtand out, to defy 
* them, and to proceed with firmneſs and vi- 
« gour: The good of this Act is, that four or 
_ © five Prigates will put it in execution, without 
* any military force; the reſt of the Colonies will 
| | C 2 C «c nor 


* 


* 


(a) Parl. Debates, vol. xi. p-. 85. 
(5) Parl. Debates, vol. xi. p. go. 


1 2 1 


e not take fire on the proper puniſhment inflicted 


<« on thoſe who have diſobeyed your authority.“ 
The Stamp-Act, and the Repeal of it, having 


_ occaſioned ſome little altercation, Mr. R. F—r 


got up, and ſaid, „We all agree that the 
c Baſtonians ought to be puniſhed ; but we differ 


« in the mode of it.” (a) Mr. O F—x was 
for veſting the power of reſtoring the Port in the 
Parliament, and not in the Crown. Mr. Y—z 


having, in the heat of debate, cried out, ſpeaking 


of Boſton, © Delenda eſt Carthago! Colonel B—e 


recommended coolneſs and moderation: he ſaid, 


„ He was afraid this Bill drew in the fatal 
doctrine of ſubmitting to Taxation: he ſtill 
thought this Bill was a moderate one; but he 
ec augured, the next would be a black one.” (5) 
— The Bill having paſſed through the Committee, 


* 


5 
c 


A 


without any of the propoſed amendments being 


adopted, it was oppoſed but faintly, on the third 
reading, the 25th, by Mr. D-—1/), Mr. E. B—ke, 
II, and Mr. $S—— 2, (c) chiefly on 
the ground of its being too ſevere, and of its 
puniſhing indiſcriminately the innocent with the 


Mr. P 


guilty : it paſſed however with few negatives, 
and without any diviſion. (4)—As ſoon as this 
Bill had received the Royal aſſent, General Gage 
was ſent with it to Boſton, where he arrived the 
13th of May, and in his firſt letter to Lord 
Dartmouth, dated the 19th of May, ſays, © The 
Act for ſhutting up the Port got here before me; 
ce and a Town-meeting was holding to . conſider 


of it at the time of my arrival in the harbour. 
«© They determined to invite the other Colonies 


(a) Parl. Deb. vol. . 4 LE 
(5) Ibid. p. 102. Fo 

(c) Ibid. p. 103 to 116. 

(4) Parl. Regiſter, vol. i. p. 36. 
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c to ſtop all exports and imports to and from 
c Great-Britain and Ireland, and every part of the 
Mat- Indies, till the Act be repealed.” About 
the middle of May the Houſe of Burgeſſes of 
Virginia appointed the firſt day of June as a day 
of faſting and humiliation, * devoutly to im- 
ce plore the Divine Interpoſition for averting the 
ce heavy calamities which threatened deſtruction to 
c the Civil Rights of America, and the evils of a 
Civil War; and to give one heart and one mind 
< to the People, firmly to oppoſe every injury to 
* American Rights — This reſolution cauſed 
them to be diffolved..z,,,,, LAT MI 12 


On the 24th of December, an Aſſociation was 
ſigned by 89 Members of the late Houſe of Bur- 
geſſes of Virginia; in which, among other things, 

they declare, That an attack on one of our 
« Siſter Colonies, to compel ſubmiſſion to arbi- 

„ trary Taxes, is an attack made on all Bri- 
« tifs America, and threatens ruin to the Rights 

cc of all, unleſs the united wiſdom of the whole 
<« be applied;” and then recommends a General 
Congreſs. * . 
On the very ſame day it was reſolved, at a 

Town-Meeting in Philadelphia, «That the Act 

* forſhutting up the Port of Boſton is oppreſſive 

ce to the Inhabitants of that Town, and dan- 

<. gerous to the Liberties of the Britiſß Colo- 
mes in America; and that a General Congreſs 
is the moſt probable means of procuring relief, 
ſecuring the Rights and Liberties of the Colo- 

te nies, and re-eſtabliſhing harmony with Great- 

% R H £549 r HTO LLC tv 

At Annapolis, in Maryland, on the 25th of May, 
it was reſolved unanimouſly, at a meeting of the 
inhabitants, * Thar the late Act for ſhutting up 

« the Port of Boſton was an attack upon the Liber- 

. : e 


« 
cc 
40 
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* ties of Ametica; that Boſton was then ſufferin 
« in the common - cauſe; and that the Inhabi- 
ee tants of this City will join in aſſociation, on 


© oath, with the ſeyeral Counties of this Pro- 


“ yince, and with the principal Colonies in 
« America, to put an immediate ſtop to all Ex- 
parts to Greai-Britain,” © | 


Charles-T own ſo early, but as ſoon as it did, it cauſed 


| largeſt body of Inhabitants aſſembled at the Ex- 
change, that was ever brought together on any for- 


mer occaſion: they continued in deliberation three 
days, and formed reſolutions ſimilar to thoſe that 


had been entered into by other Colonies: even in 
the Province of Næw- Tork, which was conſidered as 


the moſt moderate, a Committee of Correſpondence, 
conſiſting of 51 perſons, was appointed, the latter 
end of June, to conſult on the moſt prudent 


« meaſures to be taken at that critical juncture ;” 
among which, Governor Calden obſerves, in his 
letter to Lord Dartmouth, dated the 1ſt of June, 
1774, © Care was taken to have a number of the 
« moſt prudent and conſiderate People of the 


< place.” (a)—And he writes on the 6th of July, 


«© That the meaſure of appointing Deputies to 
% meet in General Congreſs was carried in the 
« Committee of 51.” (4) On which the pru- 


dent Governor obſerves, © Theſe tranſactions are 


dangerous, my Lord, and illegal; but by what 
« means ſhall Government prevent them? An 
attempt by the power of the Civil Magiſtrate 

« would only ſhew their weakneſs; and as it is 
cc not eaſy to ſay upon what foundation a Military 


A 


cc aid 


(a) Parl. Reg. vol. I, p- 73» 
(6) Ibid. p. 724. 


The news of the Boſfon Port-Bill did not reach 
an univerſal ferment, On the 6th of July, the 


We 
+0 
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te aid ſhould be called in, ſuch a meaſure would 


« involve us in troubles, which it is thought 
« much more prudent to avoid, while it is yet 
ce poſſible things may take a more favourable 


ec turn,” 5 


The violence of the proceedings at Boſton need 


not be enlarged upon; becauſe this was naturally 


to be expected, as they were more immediately 


the parties affected: but it is remarkable, that 


their firſt reſolution on the ſubject upon the 14th | 


of May, declares, * they appeal to God and the 
„ World.” —And a ſolemn League and Covenant was 
> ſoon after entered into, by which the Subſcribers 


bound themſelyes, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 


ce to ſuſpend all commercial intercourſe with 
e EGreat- Britain, not to conſume or purchaſe 
c from any other, any goods whatever from 
C Great-Britain; and to renounce all future in- 


« tercourſe with ſuch as ſhould refuſe to ſubſcribe 


c that Covenant, or a ſimilar one.” 


I could relate many other ſtill more violent 
proceedings in theſe and other Colonies in the 
months of June and July; but I purpoſely con- 
fine myſelf to ſuch as happened in May and the 
beginning of June, in order to ſhew what the 
temper of the Colonies was at that period of 
time, when the Beſton Port-Bill alone was the 
ſpring of their condu&, and which we have ſeen 
paſſed with very little oppoſition, and certainly 


without any encouragement to them to refuſe 


making the Eaſt- India Company ſatisfaction for 
their loſs, much leſs to reſiſt the authority of the 
Mother Country. 10 


We have ſeen that the only oppoſition was 


concerning the mode of puniſhment, and the 
ſeverity of it; and that this was done in a 


manner unuſually temperate, and without any 
= EOS | diviſion 


1 
diviſion in either Houſe of Parliament. This laſt 
circumſtance, as well as the manner of carrying on 
the debate, ſhewed, that, though the Bill was not 
unanimouſly approved of in the form in which it 
paſſed, that the opinion of thoſe who propoſed al- 
terations was ſincere, but that they would not pre- 
vent this Act from having the utmoſt effect that 
its Friends could promiſe themſelves in bringing 
America to obedience. 1 e 
Perhaps it will be ſaid, that the reaſon of 
there being no diviſion was, becauſe the Op- bh 
poſition did not chuſe to ſhew the weakneſs of ay 
their numbers; but this reaſon would have 
been equally ſtrong againſt dividing the Houſe 


upon the next coereive meaſure, of altering 
the Government of Maſſachuſets Boy, and the 
other Bills that followed, when the numbers in . 
both Houſes of Parliament were generally near, 
and ſometimes more than four to one, particu- ; 

_ larly on the third reading of the firſt of thoſe. ; 
Bills, when the diviſion was 239 to 64 only: and 5 
this diſproportion in the numbers continued very = 
great till about Chriſtmas, 1777, when, after an _ 
expenditure of above Twenty Millions of money, ” = 
the eyes of many independent Gentlemen, and of 
the Nation in general, began to open, and to fee 3 | 
too clearly the fatal tendency of the paſt me- | 
ſures, into which they had been deceived, and the 
too certain proſpect of future calamities. All ſides 
of the Houſe began then to feel the neceſſity. | 
(would to God it had not been too late!) of | | 


giving up the mad project of bringing America to 
our feet, and of giving up too, not only the pre- 

ſent exercife of the right of Taxation, but even 
the Right itſelf ; when, in order to make Naas 

upon any terms with America, we were reduced 
to the diſgraceful neceſſity of offering twenty , 
| b : Funes 
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of the Treaſury; and, as Lord G 


L 7 J 
times as much as three years before would have 


been ſufficient to have regained the affection and 
confidence of our Colonies! But, to return from 


this painful digreſſion Such was the conduct of 


the Colonies upon the firſt news of the Boſtou 


Port-Bill in the latter end of May, and pang 
of June, 1774. 


In the mean time Lord N propoſed, in the 


Houſe of Commons, the Bill “ for the better re- 


« gulating the Government in the Province of 


00 * Bay —and ſaid, “ he principally 


propoſed, in this Bill, to rlke the Executive 


« ener out of the hands of the Democratic 


« part of the Government, and to alter the 


ce method of chuſing Juries:“ (2) But Lord 
1 
1. the Council in that Colony might be put on 
© the ſame footing as the other Colonies, namely, 


6e went further, and * hoped that 


elected by the Crown, and not by the People; 


& and that their method of chuſing Grand Juries 
© ſhould likewiſe be altered. (5) Let us perſe- 
«vere Ss he) he) in refining that Government; 
c and 


make no doubt but things may be re- 
© ſtored, from a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, 


"6.70 peace, and a due obedience to the laws of 
« this country.” (c) This ſpeech met with the 


immediate thanks of the Noble Lord at the hegd 
C—e | 
has ſince declared in the Houſe, was the imme- 


diate cauſe of his coming into office, on the con- 
dition of his enforcing the meaſures recom- 
mended in that ſpeech, 


Conformably to theſe ideas, the above Bill was 
D 9 
(a) Parl. Deb. vol. xi. p. 118. | 


(5) Ibid. p. 120. 
le) Ibid. . 122, and from 127 to 457 


LE. 
. to the Houſe on the 15th of April, * 


alſo another for the impartial adminiſtration of 


juſtice in the ſame Province. It is very true that 


theſe Bills met with a very ſtrenuous oppoſition in 
both Houſes of Parliament: the Minority was ſmall 
upon the diviſion, as was obſerved before; but what 
was wanting in this reſpect was made up amply by 2 


the ſtrength of the arguments, and the eloquenceꝰ 
with which they were enforced; and it is re- 


markable, that the debate was begun by a Gentle- 


man who had been foremoſt in condemning the 


conduct of thoſe who had deſtroyed the Tea, and 


in approving their puniſhment. (a) 


| Theſe Bills did not receive the Royal Aſſent till ; 
the 2oth of May; and General Gage writes on the 
' 20th of July, that © they were not then arrived; that 
ce the Merchants had not repeated their attempt to 
ce comply with the Port-Bill, with the ſpirit he 
e hoped for.” (5) He ſays in his letter of the 
27th of Auguſt, from DoS ce That the Acts ar- 


c rived on the 6th inſtant ;” and after giving an 


account of what had been done in conformity to 
the two Acts, and in appointing the Council, he 


ſays, © ſeveral Members gave an account of their 
re reſpective Counties; from whence it appeared, 


'0 Mr. Burke's celebrated 3 on the 1 PY of April, 
1774; a ſpecimen of modern £10quence, equal to * that 
Greece or Rome can boaſt, 

(a) Parl. Deb. vol. xi, p. 1 33. 

(6) Parl. Reg. vol. i. p. 43. 


= that the phrenzy had ſpread, in a greater or leſs 
te degree, through all. In conſequence of the 
„new plan (he ſays) popular rage has appeared 
at the extremity of the Province, abetted by. 
Connecticut. In Worceſter they keep no terms; 
MF openly 1 threaten es by arms; have been 

| cc pur- 


e 
ce purchaſing arms, preparing them, caſting balls, 
ce and providing powder; and threaten to attack 
« any troops that dare to oppoſe them. It is 
« agreed that popular fury was never greater in 
cc this Province man at preſent. Connecticut, I 
cc underſtand, is alarmed at the alteration in this 
« Charter, which occaſions the commotions in this 
cc Province.” (- : 1 "OY 
The 24 of September, the Governor writes 
3 from Boſton, © That, though he ſaw things 
c were bad when he wrote from Salem, he 
MN te found them much worſe when he arrived 
ce there; that ſeveral of the new Counſellors had 
e been obliged to reſign ; that the flames of ſe- 
dition had ſpread univerſally throughout the 
Country, beyond conception; that Connecticut, 
te and Rhode-Iſland, were as furious as in that 
Province; that Civil Government was near its 
end, the Courts of Juſtice expiring one after 
ec another; and that he would avoid any bloody 
_« criſis as long as poſſible, unleſs forced into it 
c by themſelves, which might happen.” (3) 
This reſolution, of © avoiding any bloody criſis 
« as long as poſſible”, is quite agreeable to the in- 
ſtructions under which the Governor ated, name- 
ly, not to employ the few troops he took out with 
him,unleſs neceſſary, Vide Lord Dartmouth's Letter 
to General Gage on the gth of April, 1774. (c) 
„ The King truſts however ſuch neceſſity will 
ce not occur, and commands me to fay it will be 
« your duty to uſe every endeavour to avoid it.“ | 
On the 20th of September the Governor writes, » 
&« It is ſurpriſing many in the other Provinces 
« intereſt themſelves ſo much in behalf of this. 
ARS D 2 1 
(a) Parl. Deb. vol. i. p. 43. | 


(5) Ibid. p. 47. 
(e) Ibid. p. 32. 
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wh 1 find they have ſome warm Friends in New- 
« York al Philagelphia, and the People of 
cc Charles-Town are as mad as they are here.“ 
On the 25th he writes, That, upon a rumour 


ce of the Soldiers having killed fix People, the 


ce whole Country was in arms, and in motion; and 
c numerous bodies of the Connecticut People were 


ce on their march before the report was contra- 
« dicted: That the diſeaſe was believed to be 


« confined to the Town of Boſton; but it was 


ce now ſo univerſal, there Was no Knowing where 


ce to apply a remedy.” (2) On the 3d 
of October, c That che ſpirit did not abate 
« any where, for it was kept up with great 


ce induſtry; and that the other Colonies had 
< eſpouſed the cauſe of the Maſſachuſets Bay 


ce with great violence.” (5) — On the goth 


of that month, „That the Country was in a 
e ferment; many parts of it, I may ſay, 


« actually in arms, and ready to unite. Let- 
ce ters from other Provinces tell us, they are 
* violent every where, and no decency ob- 
ce ſerved, but in New-York. Great-Britain had 
« never more 71 8 for wiſdom, firmneſs, 
_ « and unanimity.” 


The mph H2D in the other Colonies were 
nearly the ſame: they all conſidered Boſton as 


ſuffering in the common cauſe ; the Acts of 
Parliament as unconſtitutional ; and united in 


| appointing a General Congreſs to meet in Sep- 
tember at Philadelphia. What paſſed in this Con- 


greſs, is well known : Suffice it to ſay, that their 
firſt panne act was a declaratory reſolution, ex- 
Pplreſſive 


(a) Parl. Deb. vol. i. Pe 52 
(5) Ibid. p. 53. | - 
(c) Ibid. p. 56. 


2s F 
preſſive of their diſpoſition with reſpe& to the 
Colony of Maſſachuſets Bay; approving the op- 
poſition there made to the execution of the late 
Acts of Parliament; and © that, if the ſame 
« ſhould be attempted to be carried into execu- 
ee tion by force, all America ought to ſupport 
ec them in their oppoſition ; adviſing the People 
© of Boſton to conduct themſelves peaceably to— 
« ward General Gage and his Majeſty's Troops, 


as far as could poſlibly conſiſt with their im- 


ce mediate ſafety; avoiding and diſcountenancing 
ce any violation of his Majeſty's property, or any 
ce infult on his Troops.” The meaſure they 
_ relied upon moſt, was an aſſociation entered into 
for a Non-importation and Non-conſumption of 
any Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, from Great- 
Britain or Ireland, and a Non-exportation of any 
Commodity to Great- Britain, Ireland, or the Weſt— 
Indies, from the 1oth of September, 1775, till the 
obnoxious Acts were repealed, and other grievances 
redreſſed. In their Declaration of Rights, they 
expreſsly conſent to the operation of ſuch Acts 
as are bona fide reſtrained to the regulation of 
their external commerce: In the Petition to his 
Majeſty, their ſpecific prievances are ſtated : In 
their Addreſs to the People of Great- Britain, they 
ſay, „Place us in the ſituation that we were in 
« at the cloſe of the laſt war, and our former 
„ harmony will be reſtored.” The Petition to 
his Majeſty was the leaſt exceptionable ; but the 
other, though violent and inflammatory in ſome 
parts, ſhewed a determined coolneſs, and a fixed 
reſolution to act in the manner fo ſolemnly de- 
clared. VV . 
In the mean time the Parliament had been 
diſſolved, and a new one called on the 3 th of 
UT 33 September, 


CC 
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[ 22 ] 
September, which met on the 29th of November 
following ; when the Miniſter, through the me- 
dium of his Majeſty's Speech, profeſſed “ a firm 
and ſtedfaſt reſolution to withſtand every at- 
e tempt to weaken or impair the Supreme Au- 
« thority over all the dominions of the Crown:“ 
But, as the intelligence from America was not at 
that time complete, a profound ſilence was kept, 
with regard to the ſpecific meaſures intended to 
be purſued, till the beginning of February, when 
the Miniſter propoſed a joint Addreſs, the pur- 
port of which was, after declaring a Rebellion 
actually exiſted in the Province of Maſſachuſets 
Bay, to beſeech his Majeſty that he will take the 
moſt effectual meaſures to enforce due obedience 
“to the laws and authority of the Supreme Le- 
_ << giſlature; declaring at the ſame time their 
«« readineſs to pay attention to any real grievances 
of his Majeſty's Subjects, which ſhould, in a 
dutiful and conftitutional manner, be laid be- 
© fore them; and that, whenever the Colonies 
< ſhould make a proper application, they would 
s be ready to afford them every juſt and reaſonable 
« indulgence,” a” „ 

The Miniſter intimated, at the ſame time, his 
intention of ſending a greater force to America, 
and of bringing in an Act to put a ſtop to all the 
foreign Trade and Commerce of ſuch of the 
Colonies as ſhould be refractory, and particularly 
to prohibit their Fiſhing on the Banks of New- 
foundland. W © 85 „„ 
But, as theſe meaſures followed each other 
immediately, and were in fact parts of the ſame 
plan, I ſhall conſider them together, and ſtate 
the reaſons that were urged in their ſupport, as 
well as the grounds. of the oppoſition that wa 
| 1 Made 
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+ a 
made to them. It was urged, on the one hand, 
«© That the Legiſlative Supremacy of Parlia- 
« ment was now at ſtake, and that it was reſiſted by 
ce the univerſal confederacy of all the Colonies.” 
The queſtion was faid © to lie within a very nar- 
© row compals ; Whether we ſhould abandon this 
4 ce claim, or give up every advantage ariſing from 
9 « our Sovereignty, and our Commerce; or whe- 
= <« ther we ſhould reſort to meaſures indiſpentably 
i © neceſſary on ſuch an occaſion ?(s) That Taxa- 
. tjon was no longer the queſtion ; the Americans 
c were actually in a ſtate of Rebellion againſt the 
* [egiſlative Authority of this Country :(5) That 
© Independency was the object of America from 
ce the beginning, and that any relaxation would be 
5 3 introductory to a further oppoſition on their 
* parts: (c) That this was a meaſure of neceſſity, not 
"6 E and that it was juſt, becauſe it was pro- 
evoked by the moſt criminal diſobedience.” (2) 
And upon an objection being made, That it con- 
c demned a whole country to famine, without any 
e alternative but reſiſtance,” it was ſaid, That he ; 
"Tp c only fear was, that the famine ſv patherically la- 
e mented would not be produced by this Act, and 
e that there was an alternative left, which was 10 ſub- 
mit; () that it was right that America ſhould feel 
« ſome part of the diftrefſes which this Country 
by could bring upon her, whilſt ſhe dared to ſet her 


25 Power 


00 Lord V5. 8 Regiter, ol. i. p. 1 ,—Lord 
. Vol. ii. p. 37. Þ. 35 - 
(5) Ibid: | 


1 Fon 1 Parl. Regiſter, vol. 1, p 222 Fon, 
"0 RY Lord N—. Ibid, 3. 


(e) Mr. Sollicitor-General o& S. Ibid. p-: 293. 
N Mr. * or —— Ibid. p. 294+ 
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ce power in oppoſition to it; (a) and that, if her 
* conduct made it neceſſary, ſtill greater ſeverity 
ct would be uſed.” 


| To this it was anſwered, © That, to judge of tho 
« proper meaſures to be purſued, the real cauſe of 


© diſpute ſhould be conſidered, which was Taxa- 
e tion; that this appeared from the papers them- 
« ſelves; that the Congreſs have expreſsly ſaid, 


* they will acquieſce in thoſe Laws which ſecure 


ce the Monopoly of their Trade; and that the in- 


e ſtructions from Philadelphia, on which the pro- 
« ceedings of the Congreſs were chiefly formed, 
© avowed that doctrine in full and explicit terms: (?) 

« That this Act would be alienating the minds of 
© the Americans from us for ever, 2 rendering any 


plan of reconciliation impoſſible: (c) That theſe 
e Bills were cruel in the higheſt degree, and be- 
*« yond the example of hoſtile rigour : (4) That 
Acts of Parliament may be ſo made, that human 
cc nature will revolt at their ſeverity ; and that 


Dudley and Empſon were hanged for afting—ac- 
« cording to Act of Parliament: (e) That to adopt 


« the propoſed meaſures would be a political fe/p 
« de ſe; and would be like a man, who, to be re- 


* venged of a perſon that he ſuppoſed had injured 


* him, ſhould ſheathe a poniard in his own boſom: (f) 
“ That it was a Bill of war, and plunged the em- 
« pire into civil and unnatural war; (g) that it was 
tc calculated to put an end to all that remained of the 
« Legiſlative Authority of Great-Britain; and that 

la) Lord WI. Parl. Regiſter, vol. i. p. 302. 

(5) Governor 7's Speech. Ibid. p. 159. 

de) Lord J. C——b. Ibid. p. 204-. 
(4) Governor F——e. Ibid. p. 175. 

(e) Governor 7. . Ibid. p. 162. 
%) Lord -. Ibid, vol. ii. p. 40. 
([) Lord O. Ibid, p. 80, 
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« the Americans would now find there was no al- 


© ternative between ſlavery and reſiſtance: (a) That 


& the ſcheme of Parliament was new, and unheard 
« of in any civiliſed nation, to preſerve your autho- 


0 rity, by deſtroying your dominions : (b) That 


ce it was likewiſe deſerving attention, whether the 
ce propoſed meaſure of war and ſeverity was prac- 
ce ticable, or not: That to conquer a great Conti- 
ce nent of 1800 miles, containing three millions of 


ce people, was an undertaking not to be raſhly en- 


« paged in Where were we to get men and money 


« adequate to the ſervice and expence that the re- 


ce duction of ſuch a Continent muſt require And 
* that it was well worth conſideration, whether 

* France and Spain would be tame inactive ſpecta- 
5e tors of theſe efforts: (c) That the. ſingle Province 


c of Maſſacbuſets-Bay had at this time 30,000 men, 
e well trained and diſciplined, and could bring 
ce more than 90,000 into the field; that they would 

e do it when fighting for their Liberties ; and that 


<* we ſhould not be able to conquer and keep that 


Province alone :(d) That the balance of loſs and 
e gain was unequal; that, if we ſucceeded in redu- 


« cing America, we ſhould gain nothing; if we did 
not, we might find our Revenue deſtroyed, our 
Trade annihilated, and our Empire itſelf over- 
turned: (e) That thoſe Powers of Europe, whoſe 
commercial intereſts and naval power claſhed 
* with ours, would not fit ſtill unconcerned, and let 


© lip fo favourable an opportunity of humbling 
© our power, and hurting our commerce:(f) That 


Y*4. 95 4 
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(a) Mr. F=x. Parl. Regiſter, vol. i. p. 292. 
(5) Mr. B.—e. Ibid. * hea. -, 


| (e) Lord F. C———4, © This, p. 141. 5 
(f) Lord S——-, Ibid, vol. ll. p. 25. ELD | 
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AS. 


ce jt was not poMble any thing on un could gi 
© that heart- felt pleaſure to France and Spain, as 
ec this unfortunate ſyſtem: (a) 

In reply to all this, the reaſons above given 
were repeated, and inſiſted on, with very 
addition, except that, to what was ſaid on the 

calamities of Civil War, and the interference 


of Foreign Powers, it was anſwered, That the 
Americans would not fight, and would never dare 
< to. face an Engliſh army: (4) That, if America 
« did abound in men, it did not ſignify; the more 


< the better; the eaſier would be the conqueſt; 


* and that, if they did not run away, they would 


<« be ſtarved into a compliance with our mea- 


<« ſures; and that this was too trifling a part of the 
argument to inſiſt upon. (c) With regard to 
the interference of Foreign Powers, it was ſaid in 


general, in the Houſe of Commons, ce That fears 
e of that kind were ill founded: And, in the Houſe 
of Peers, the Noble Lord (d) who was Secretary 
of State for the Southern Department, declared, 
« He had received the moſt full and unreſerved 
© aſſurances, that the French Court would pro- 
4 hibit all Commerce with the Britiſp Colonies ; 


“ and that he had every reaſon to believe France 


4e ſincere, as well by the pacific temper that pre- 
< yvailed in that Country, 
< nent policy both of France and Spain, who 


© were determined, on their own account, againſt 
e Ccountenancing, abetting, and bringing into 


<« precedent, any meaſure, which might operate 
« as an engouragement to the Colonies in the 
c New 


(a) Lord u. Pal. Regiſter, vol. i 1. p. 1 6. 
() Colonel G—-7. Ibid. 0 5. Mr. Ry 7. 
p. 421. | 
(c) Lord S——4. Ibid. | p. 89, yo. 

(4) Lord — 


wa. 


little 


as from the perma- 


5 
FER 


FRA 
e New World, to render themſelves independent 
«or. ce e ION 
Such were the various opinions, on this fide 
the Atlantic, concerning the proper meaſures to 
be purſued relative to America : But, whilſt the 
Miniſtry were preparing further modes of coer- 
cion and puniſhment, and arguing upon the pro- 
bable effects they would have upon the conduct 
of America, affairs came to, a criſis in that Coun- 
try, as might eaſily have been foreſeen : Reſiſ- 
tance by Arms had been long openly. avowed, 


and was at length effecte t. 
F Having ſhewn ſo much at large the real temper | 
of America, uninfluenced by any other cauſes 
than its own ſenſibility, it would be idle to con- 
tend, that the Rebellion, which was at the open- 
ing of the Seſſion declared to exiſt, ſhould ' be 
_ owing to any oppoſition that was made in Par- 
lament to the Addreſs, or to the Acts that ſoon 
after paſſed in conſequence of it. It is Plain, 
from the proceedings in America above ſtated, 
that there was occaſion rather of water to extin- 
guiſh the flame, than of fuel to feed it. No 
wonder, then, that this Addreſs, and theſe 25 
of Parliament, were fo ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed in 
both Houſes: And, to ſhew that this was ng 
done merely for the ſake of oppoſition, *perſons 0 
confeſſedly great aid IA BE Houfes, to. ſay 
no more, did propoſe plans of reconciliation, 3 
little derogatory to the honour, and as ch 
conducive to the intereſt, of Great- Britain, as 
the ſituation of the two Countries would admit. 
i) Lord R ——4. Parl, Regiſter, vol. ii. p. 48. 
Lord , and Lord $h——:, in the Houſe of 
Lords; Mr. Bie, and Mr, 1 —9, in the Houſe of 
Commons. „„ Bae = "ER a 
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Not that I mean now to enter into ler of theſe 


plans, or the particular debates upon them: 
| Suffice it to ſay, that the ſpirit of all of them was 


peace, diametrically oppoſite to that of the mea · 


ſures adopted by the Miniſtry. 
But I muſt here do juſtice to the Noble Lord at 


the head of the Treaſury, in ſtating a propoſition he 
made, as part of the plan mentioned at the open- 
ing of the Seſſion, and, I believe, meant as a ground 
of conciliation ; namely, That it is the opinion 
er of the Committee, that when any Colony ſhould 


.cc 


* propoſe to make proviſion for contributing its 
cc 


“ portion to be raiſed under the authority of their 
ec 


will be proper, if ſuch propoſal ſhall be approved. 


cc 


te as jt may be expedient to impoſe for the regu- 


« lation of Commerce : the nett produce of theſe 
cc 


cc 
c 
"Mm NOS! i del. Whether the Americans aner ac- 
e cede to it, or not, was uncertain; but, if their 
« outward pretenſions were the real principles of 
their conduct, they muſt, conſiſtently with 5058 
« principles, agree to this Propoſition.” (s) 

This meaſure, however, had the fare, as all 
trimming meaſures have, of not being liked tho- 
roughly by either party. Many of the Noble 
Lord's Friends thought it went too far; and the 
other ſide of the Houſe objected to it, becauſe it 


did not go far enough, and ber ie the Been. 


- 


La] 


{#) Parl, Regie, vol, i i. p. 197. 


proportion to the common defence, ſuch pro- 
own Aſſemblies, diſpoſable by Parliament, it 


f by his Majeſty in Parliament, to forbear to levy 
© any Duties on ſuch Colony, except only ſuch 


© laſt-mentioned Duties to be carried to the ac- 
count of ſuch 35 &c. * This propo- 


tion 


—_— 


l 
tion was avowed of its not being accepted by the 
Americans in general; but of dividing them, under 


a pretence of diſtinguiſhing thoſe who acted upon 
principle, from thoſe who wiſhed'anly to profit by 


the general ruin and confuſjon. (a) But, however 
ſincere the Noble Lord might be in making this 
propoſition, as he has often declared, it was evi- 
dent at the time, and experience has confirmed it, 


that it went but a very little way towards meeting 
the claims as they then flood in America, which were 
not at that time confined to the exerciſe of the 
right of Taxation, bur at leaſt extended to a re- 
peal of the coercive pez the preceding 
Seſſion: And on the ſubje 


0 K of Taxation alone, 
the propoſition was ſo looſe, that no criterion was 


mentioned for aſcertaining what the proper pro- 


portion was; and it was ſo myſteriouſly worded, 


that it appeared afterwards, the perſon who made 
it, underſtood it in a different ſenſe from what the 
e ack DOG HSE 


In fact, this propoſition regulates only the Molle 


of Taxation: It puts no boundary to the exerciſe 


of it; the terms will not bear ſuch a conſtruction. 


But, whether this is ſo or not, let us ſee how it was 


underſtood in America; for' it was in July follow- 
ing referred to the conſideration of the Congreſs 
by the Aſſemblies of New Ferſey, Penſylvania, and 
Virginia, © We are of opinion, that the propo- 
ce ſition contained in this reſolution is unreaſona- 


ce ble and inſidious : Unreaſonable, becauſe, if we 


e declare we accede to it, we declare, without 
«« reſervation, we will purchaſe the favour- of 
Parliament, not knowing, at the ſame time, 
at what price they will pleaſe to eſtimate that 
te favour: It is inſidious, becauſe individual 

| Colonies, 


cc 


(a) Parl. Reg. vol. i. p. 210. 
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„ MY 
ec: Cotogies, Irie bid and bidden again, till 
« they find the avidity of the Seller too great for 


« all their powers to ſatisfy, are then to return 
ce into oppoſition, divided from their Siſter Co- 


& lonies, whom the Miniſter vill have previouſly 


« detached by a grant of eaſier terms, or by an 


4 artful procraſtination of a definitive anſwer, 


Again, we are of opinion, the propoſition is 


e altogether unſatisfactory, becauſe it imports 
4 


8 Of 


only a ſſpenſion of the Mode, not a renuncia- 


e tion of the pretended Right tot tax us; becauſe, 
too, it does not propoſe to repeal the ſeveral 
« 


enumerate the Acts of the Jaſt and current Seſſions, 


= 


Acts of Parliament paſſed,” And then they 


It appears, therefore, it was upon too good ground 


the Oppoſition EY to this, as futile and nu- 
gSatoryj. 


T he,Covgreſs n met again on the 10th of May, 


1775, and finding that their Petition was ne- 


lected, and that their Complaints, far from being 
attended to, had produced only meaſures of ſtill 


greater ſeverity, prepared, in the months of May 
and June, for open reſiſtance by force of arms; 


and, on the 6th of July, publiſned a Declaration, 
ſetting forth their reaſons for taking up arms; 
notwithſtanding which, ſo infatuated were the 


Miniſtry, that in the very laſt debate this Seſſion, 


the latter end of May, the Miniſter ſaid, © he 
% would venture to affirm, the diſpute with 
<« America was not ſo. alarming as ſome People 

« apprehended; he had not the leaſt doubt this 


= 3 diſpute would end ſpeedily, happily, and with- 


out © bloodſhed. „(a) 
The relation of theſe events, in the order of 


how: in which they en, is itſelf the ſulleſt 


Juſtification 
00 Lord N. Parl. Reg, yol, i p- 483. 
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zufligestlon of the conduct of thoſe who! have 
oppoſed the meaſures of che Miniſtry relating to 
America during the firſt, ſecond, and third Seſſions 
of the fourteenth Parliament of Great- Britain. 1 
have been thus articular in relating the leadin 
principles of both Parties during the firſt Seſſion, 
ie x they continued their leading principles to 
the Seſſion before the laſt, namely, till about 
Chriſtmas 1777; when, after having made the moſt 
ſpirited exertions, and called forth all the re- 
Wurde of the Nation in vain, the Miniſter was 
obliged, from neceſſity, (which he was not aſhamed 
to confeſs) to propoſe a Plan infinitely more hu- 
miliating than what had been repeatedly propoſed | 
by the Oppoſition in both Houſes of Parliament, 
and leſs advantageous than what the Americans had 
themſelves repeatedly requeſted; _ 
It js a painful taſk, to one who has no private 
5 connection with America, and who was a Friend 
to her only as being a part of the Empire of 
Great-Britain,'to be obliged to refer to tranſactions 
ſd little to the honour of his own Country. No- 
body can lament them more ſincerely than I do; 
but in the work impoſed upon me by the illiberal 
attack of the Author above mentioned, it was 
neceſſary to ſtate in order the progreſſive ſteps 
taken by both Countries, as well as the grounds 
of the oppoſition to the meaſures of Adminiſtra- 
tion; as Without this it is impoſlible to udge 
fairly of the merit or demerit of either Party: 
But, in ſtating the ſubſequent events, I ſhall. be 
as conciſe as poſſible; becaule they become every 
year more recent, and fand leſs i in need of BY” 
cular relation or comment. 
The Congreſs having at length entered into 
Articles of Cotes Lon and petperual Union; 


and 


1 
4 
| 
3 


1 4 
and having created a Military Eftabliſhment, and 
publiſhed a Declaration ſeclag forth the cauſes 
& their taking up arms, immediately appointed 


a Commander in Chief, who, in the beginning of 


July, arrived at the camp before Boſton, where 


the King's Troops had been blockaded ever ſince 


the affair at Bunker's-Hill : But, though there were 
ſeveral ſkirmiſhes during the ſummer, there was 
no important action in that part of America; nor 
did the events in Canada or Virginia at all juſtify 


the opinion of thoſe who thought it would be an 


eaſy matter to bring America to obedience by 5 


force of arms. 
It ſhould have been remarked; that FIG the 
Congreſs broke up in July, 1775, they prepared a 


ſecond Petition to his Majeſty ; in which they be- 
ſcech his Majeſty, That he will direct ſome 
© mode, by which the united a plication of his 
« Coloniſts to the Throne may b 
ee A happy and permanent reconciliation.” — Another 


e. improved into 


Addreſs was made likewiſe to the Inhabitants of 


Ereat- Britain, in which they again © profeſs their 


« ſubmiſſion to the ſeveral Acts of Trade and Na- 
te vigation paſſed before the year 1763; and that 


« they chearfully conſent, to the operation of 


« ſuch Acts of the Britiſh Parliament, as ſhall be 
« reſtrained to the regulation of their External 
« Commerce, for the. purpoſe of ſecuring the 
« commercial advantages of the whole Empire 


ee to the Mother Country. 3 


Whether theſe profeſſions were ſincere or not, 
and how far they were conſiſtent with preparations. 
for the moſt vigorous reſiſtance, it is not within 
the compaſs of my deſign to en vire; nor & I by 


any means undertake to defen their meaſures: 
Byt certainly, whatever werg, the motives of the 


Americans, 


Aubricant, and whatever puniſhment they might 
deſerve, theſe ſolemn declarations afforded a fair 
_ excuſe, if any was wanting, to the Mother Country, 
to propoſe ſome terms, beſides thoſe of uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion, or at leaſt to declare in ex- 
. terms the fair and equitable footing the 
Miniſtry meant to put them (the Colonies) upon, 
after they were cong uer et. 
On the meeting of Parliament in October, the 
moſt deciſive exertions were recommended by 
Adminiſtration, chiefly on the ground, “That 
ice the rebellious war was become general, and 
e manifeſtly carried on for the purpoſe of eſta- 
ee bliſhing an independent Empire. At the ſame 
time, a readineſs was declared “ to receive the 
* miſled with tenderneſs and mercy, when they 
«© became ſenſible of their error; and that, for this 
« purpoſe, authority ſhould be given to certain 
cc perſons on the ſpot, to grant general and parti- 
_« cular pardons and indemnities, and to receive 
e the ſubmiſſion: of any Colony that ſhould be 
«© diſpoſed to return to its allegiance,” © 
In the Debates before Chriſtmas, intimation 
was given, “ that, though a larger force would be 
« ſent out, it would be accompanied with a Plan 
of Accommodation ;” (a)-tho' the Miniftry did 
not appear to be at all agreed on this head: (5) 
And certainly the Declaration in his Majeſty's 
Speech did not go further than to propoſe t e 
giving an authority to grant pardons and receive 
ſubmiſſions, which was very ſhort of any Plan 
of Accommodation. Much anxiety however was 
ſhewn, on the part of Oppoſition; for the Min ſter 
| ER Obes to 


(a) Len N-b. Parl, Reg. vol. Hl. p. 60. Ibid: 5. 135. 
Sir G6. E——t. Ibid. p. . Gov. 7. ibid. pr 5. 
(5) Mr. J———a. Ibid. p. 149. — Ee 
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to produce his plan; which being put off from 


day to day, at length a plan of this nature was 


produced on the other ſide, chiefly founded on 


giving up the exerciſe of the Right of Taxation. 
The previous queſtion was put, upon the motioa 


to bring in a Bill for this purpoſe, by a Gentle 


man not then in Adminiſtration, chiefly on the 
ground, © that the propoſition would not produce 


ce the effect propoſed ; and that, as the Speech had 
© announced ſome plan, it ſhould be diſpoſed of 


cc firſt.” (a) This was ſeconded by the new Secre- 
| tary of State, who ſaid, © he thought it had 
e been fully-proved, that the propoſition would 


ce not anſwer the expectation of thoſe in America, 
c 


8 


*© whoſe confidence was meant to be gained; and 
ce that previous conceſſions, without any thing 


ee offered on their part, would put us upon worſe 
cc ground; that his idea of ſending Commiſſioners 


c 


A 


was, that they ſhould not only have power to 


« pardon, but to enquire into grievances :”* (3) 
And the Miniſter, without ſtating his own ideas, 
contented himſelf with ſaying, „That it ap- 
cc peared clearly theſe conceſſions propoſed would 


cc not be ſufficient.” (c) And thus the Bill was ne- 


gatived by a majority of two to one. 


A very few days afterwards, the Miniſter moved 5 


a Bill of a very different nature, namely, to pro- 
| kibit all Trade and Intercourſe with the Colonies ; 
but it Was declared, that, beſides purpoſes of 


puniſhment, it was to enable his Majeſty to ap- 


point, Commiſſioners to grant pardons, receive 
Ly 1 . : - 1 , 
| ſubmiſſions, and enquire into any matter, or 


change of circumſtance, in the Colonies. There 
| | 


(a) Governor 2. Parl. Regiſter, vol- iii. p. 193+ 
(2) Lefd G G——e, Ibid, p. 194. 
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* no occaſion to go over all the arguments that 
were urged in recommendation of either of theſe 
meaſures ; they were much of the ſame nature with 
thoſe made uſe of laſt Seſſion. It is neceſſary to 
_ obſerve, that what was urged with regard to Fo- 
reign Powers, was not paid the leaſt attention 
to. (a) The principles of both parties being thus 
finally declared, it is needleſs to relate the various 
ſteps that were taken by Oppoſition, in the courſe 
of the Seſſion, to infuſe peace into the meaſures 
of Adminiſtration ; but, inſtead of this having 
any effect, the laſt day but one of the Seſſion, the 
Miniſter declared, that the Commiſſioners were 
not empowered: to treat, but only to confer and 
enquire into the grounds of peace: And the Noble 
Lord at the head of the American Department 
ſaid, © That no commiſſion, founded on that 
Act, could empower Commiſſioners to treat 
« with Rebels in arms; that, if any Colony was 
© diſpoſed to return to its allegiance, . the Com- 
% miſſioners were empowered to confer, and to 
« encourage ſuch diſpoſitions, in order to give 
« peace; but they were not to treat on the terms 
& of the Submiſſion of the Colonies, or on the 
« Right of Taxation.“ (5). „„ 
What paſſed this ſummer on the other ſide of 
the Atlantic, is of too much importance not to be 
in every body's remembrance. The T'wo noble- 
minded Brothers took as much pains in their ca -: 
pacity as Commiſſioners, as they did in their ſitua- 
tions in the Army and Navy, but not with the 
ſame ſucceſs ; for, beſides that the Colonies had, 
| before the arrival of the Commiſſioners, declared 
ö _ themſelves. 


(a) Mr. C—=——/!, Parl. Regiſter, vol. iii. 240, 264. 
(2) Lord N——b., Ibid. vol. iv. p. 123. FLor — 
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themſelves an Indep endent State, which was of 
irſelf the moſt 2 bar yet placed in 
the way of reconciliation, the Commiſſion was 
confined to the mere power of granting pardons, 
and declaring any Colony that ſubmitted, to be in 

the King's peace; and the conference with a Com 
mittee of the Congreſs, on this ſubject, ſoon broke 
up, on the want of further power in the Commiſſion- 
ers, who could only confer and confulr, but not treat, 
on the grievances of which the Americans com- 
plained: and the Committee from the Congreſs 
ſum up their account of this Conference in the 
ang words: “ And we apprehend any ex- 
« peCtation from fuch a power, would have been 
cc too uncertain and precarious to have been relied 
«'on by America, had ſhe fill continued in her 
; _«/ ſtate of Dependence,” 
The next Seſſion began as early as the laſt, ; 
the latter end of October. The events of the L 
ſummer in America ſeemed to have confirmed | 
each party in their ſentiments ; namely, the one, : 
of drawing forth all the reſources of the Nation, 
in order to reduce the Americans to obedience, 
before any further conceſſions were made; the 
other, of taking every opportunity of promoting 
an enquiry into the grievances of America, and 
taking ſteps to redreſs them, previous to any fub- 
miſſion to be expected on their part: And this 
laſt opinion was ſtill defended, not upon the 
Guse of juſtice, (for the ſword was now drawn on 
Poch des) but, in the firſt place, upon the im- 
practicability of conquering America, upon the 
ruin a perſeverance would in the end bring on our 
Trade and Finances, and upon the danger to 
which, from ſuch perſeverance, we ſhould be ex- 


poſed: from. the Houſe of e A. 2 5 
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thoſe who were at all acquainted at the time with the 
tranſactions of the laſt Campaign in America, with 
the enormous expence it was to this Country, and 
with the evident encouragement given to America 
by the French, without having recourſe to ſubſe- 
quent events, will not wonder that the moſt ſtre- 
nuous efforts were made, even fo late as the laſt 
week of the Seſſion, viz, the 3eth of May, 1777, 
to lay the ground of an accommodation: And it 
is curious to obſerve, that the main argument 
uſed on the other ſide, for not coming into any 
propoſals of this nature in May, 1777, was an 


aaſſertion, that, as America had a deſign of eſta- 


bliſhing her Independence from the beginning, 
any conceſſions ſhort of that would now be fruit- 
leſs; ſo much were the ſentiments af the Mi- 
niſtry changed ſince March, 1774, when the 
Boſton Port Bill was paſſed, in a confidence that 
no other part of America, would intereſt itſelf in 
the diſpute, or would reſiſt by force of arms; and 
lo little apprehenſive were they that they ſhould be 
_ obliged in the very next Seſſion, from a neceſſity 
that was confeſſed, to offer terms, and make con- 
ceſſions alone founded on a contrary ſuppoſition. - 
But 1t does not come within my prefent under- 
taking, to ſhew the inconſiſtency of- Miniſters, 
and to point out the various and contradictory 
grounds they have taken, at periods of time very 
little diſtant from each other. This is not now 
the moment of enquiry, or reprehenſion; nor 
could even thus much have been -extorted from 
my pen, if it had not been provoked by an unjuſt 
and unwarrantable attack on thoſe, whoſe crime 
ſeems to be, that they have not concurred in, and 
contributed to their Country's ruin; but, on the 
contrary, have done all in their power to prevent it. 
An attempt of this nature ſnews only the poverty of 
1 TR | dh a 
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the cauſe; and that the Author, deſpairing to juſtify 


and defend the conduct of Adminiſtration, con- 
tents himſelf with aſperſing the character of their 
Opponents, who, as the event has ſhewn, have 
been all along the real Friends of their, Country : 


But there is this difference at leaſt between the 
two parties, obvious to every impartial obſerver, 


that, if the Advocates of the preſent Miniſtry 


could make out their prepoſterous and abſurd 
_ accuſations of the Oppoſition, this would be no. 


exculpation of themſelves ; whereas, if it can be 


proved, (and the thing ſpeaks but too plainly for 


itſelf) that the meaſures which have been con- 
ſtantly oppoſed, are the meaſures that have 
brought ſuch unprecedented misfortunes on the 
Nation, then is ſuch proof the moſt ample juſti- 


fication of Oppoſition, and itſelf the higheſt eu- 


logium upon their conduct. But it may ſtill be 
faid, by thoſe who either have, or pretend to have, 


ſo bad an opinion of human nature, and of the 


firſt Families in this Country for Public Virtue, 


as well as for high Rank and independent Fortunes, 
« That it does not follow, becauſe the event has 
et ſhewn the Oppoſition to have been right, that 


ce therefore ſuch oppoſition proceeded from good 


t motives; or that, becauſe the Miniſtry have 
ee been to blame, they deſerve applauſe ; for that 
ec their Oppoſition proceeded from ambition only, 
cc and was ſolely owing to a deſire of counter- 
& acting every thing propoſed by thoſe, whoſe 
& ſtations alone they coveted; and that, let what 
« would have been the meaſures of Government, 
ce they would have been equally oppoſed and 


fe thwarted.” 


| Now, though to diſprove this inſinuation (ſor 
it is no more) I might ſafely appeal to the 1 | 
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of the Debates themſelves, the internal proof of 
their ſincerity ; I ſhall only deſire the Reader to. 
ſuſpend: his judgement, till he reflects upon the. 
conduct of that Party the very next Seſſion, 1 
mean the Seſſion before the laſt, when the Miniſtry 
were obliged, on account of the immenſe ex- 
pence of the undertaking, and alſo the at- length- 
avowed interpoſition of France, to make the moſt 
ample conceſſions, and to contradict every argu- 
ment, and every pretence, given for not doing it 
42 The victories in Penſylvania, more than the 
dieefcat at Saratoga, opened the eyes of the Nation: 
= Many Country Gentlemen acknowledged them- 
ſelves to have been ſeduced and deceived by the 
Miniſtry; and the Minority, in February 1778, 
was ſwelled into double its uſual number, being 
165 inſtead of 87 or 88. Thus ſtrengthened, 
what was the conduct of this Minority, when the 
Miniſter in the ſame month moved his Conciliatory 
Bills, in one of which he gave up the exerciſe of 
the right of Taxation in form, and in the other, 
gave the moſt extenſive powers for redreſſing the 
Grievances of which the Americans complained? 
Although theſe were terms little different, ex- 
cept in their extent, from what had been ſo often 
in vain propoſed, for three ſucceſſive years, by the 
other ſide of the Houſe, they were at once ac- 
ceded to with joy and gladnels ; every aſſiſtance 
was offered, party difputes were forgot, and even 
one of their moſt zealous Opponents lent his aig 
to carry theſe Acts into execution. But the face 
of things was now altered from what it had been, 
not three years only, but three months ago: News 
had arrived of one Army's being defeated, of 
another's being victorious, without effect: The 
1 2 avowed 
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19 1 vob ed motives of theſe Bills was neceſſity, and 
; not a change of ſyſtem from principle; a Treaty 
made with France during the receſs of the holi- 
days: All theſe circumſtances co-operated to pre- 
vent theſe Bills having the deſired effect. They 
paſſed both Houſes of Parliament without an 

diviſion; and, though there were ſome intereſting 
_ debates upon them in the Houſe of Lords, they 
were more upon their form and adequacy” than 
upon their ſpirit and tendency. I refer to the 
Debates of this period, for the moderation and the 
candour of thoſe who had all along uſed the very 
language, and the very ſentiments, now urged by N 
the Miniſtry in ſupport of theſe Bills, though in 
a very different ſituation of affairs. The other 
principal matters of diſcuſſion in the remaining 
part of this Seſſion were concerning the French 
Reſcript, the failing of the French Fleet, the 
ſtate of our own Navy, and whether it might 
not be adviſable to give further powers to the 
Commiſſioners to enable them to make a federal 
alliance with America, if they ſhould find they 
could not treat with them as Subjects. 4 
The French Reſcript had been long foretold, but 4 
not provided againſt. The ſailing of the Toulon 
Fleet ought to have been prevented, and was very 


1 


Howe. The ſtate of our own Navy was inferior 
to what had been directly promiſed by the Noble 
Lord at the head of the Admiralty ; and the ſitua- 
tion of affairs was now ſo much altered in Ame- 
rica, that it became a queſtion, whether it would. 
be poſlible to regain it even by theſe conceſſions ;, 
and whether it might not be adviſeable to make 
an alliance with her, as an independent, if we 
| could not do it as a 8 State, "This laſt 
Was 
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1 being the deſtruction of our force under Lor 


6 
was certainly a nice queſtion; but, as a proof that 
it was not brought on merely to diſtreſs and 
harraſs the Miniſtry, it muſt be remembered, that 
it was moved by a Country Gentleman of the firſt 
integrity, and the moſt diſintereſted principles; 
that many of thoſe who are eſteemed the moſt 
zealous in Oppoſition were againſt the motion; 
and that it was the decided opinion of the greateſt 
Stateſman this Country ever knew, and whom 
ſhe ſoon after had the misfortune to loſe, (a) not 
to give way to it. This juſtice however muſt be 
done to thoſe who held the former opinion, that 
it was apparent, from the reaſons they gave, none 
could more deplore any diſmemberment of the 
Empire than themſelves : it was fairly diſcuſſed 
as a matter of policy; and it muſt be confeſſed, 
that the terms held out by the Commiſſioners 
themſelves, were little ſhort of acknowledging 
% A . 
HFaving thus, from a detail of the conduct of 
the Oppoſition, refuted the charge of the Re- 
bellion in America having been owing to their 
meaſures, I ſhall not waſte much time in ſhewing 
the abſurdity of ſuch a charge, and the impoſſi- 
bility of ſuch effects having ariſen from ſo ſlight 
a cauſe, even ſuppoſing this cauſe had not been 
_ _ diſproved by dates and facts which cannot be 
- queſtioned. To ſuppoſe that the People of Ame- 
rica would ſubmit to the diſtreſſes they have un- 
; doubtedly felt ſince the commencement of the 
war, not from fenſations of their own, but out 
of compliment to the Oppoſition, who never 
took any other ſteps, except in their Legiſlative 


* 
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1s 3. capacity, to aſſiſt them, is too great an abſurdity 
ke to require a ſerious refutation. The event has 
we [SUS 2 6 DES) nts, oli oP 
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but too Aide roved, that thoſe who were lig 
matiſed with — name of, the Friends of America, 
were in fact the beſt Friends of Great- Britain; 
the Empire of which might ſtill have remained 
whole and entire, if their advice had n Far 
ſued in tine 
But, beſides ſomenting a | Rebellion in the 
Colonies, the 'Oppoſition are charged, “ with 
. promoting a foreign War, and, by expoſing the 
e pretended weakneſs of Grtat-Britain, with 

ec erecting a combination of powerful States, not 
* only againſt her intereſt, but her very exiſtence.” 
Now, I need not aſk the candid Reader, Which 
meaſures have tended moſt to promote a foreign 
War, thoſe of Adminiſtration, or Oppoſition. The 
meaſures recommended in vain by the latter, 
were ſuch as would have kept our reſources entire, 
and our Empire undivided ; thoſe purſued by the 
Miniſtry have exhauſted the one, and loſt half 
the other. When the obvious conſequences have 
been foretald, they have been treated with ridi- 
cule and contempt; and, when thoſe conſequences 
have in fact come to paſs, then they are laid to 
the account of thoſe who foretold them, and 
would have prevented them by. a contrary con- 
duct. But it is ſaid, * this has been done by ex- 
te poſing our weakneſs.” Now, though it is true 
that the conſequences of purſuing the ſyſtem. of 
conqueſt were painted in the moſt lively colours, 
among which, one was the exhauſted ſtate this 
Country would be in, at the end of this ſtruggle, 
to cope with any foreign Enemy; and every Man 
has now reaſon to lament it was not attended to 
at that time; yet J affirm, that, when that un- 
anſwerable argument had failed in the proper 
ace to urge it, none have been more active in 
ſtrengthening 8 


a 5 
ſtrengthening the hands of his Majeſty, and en“ 
coutaging vigour and exertion againſt the com- 
mon Enemy, than the Members in Oppoſition. 
On the delivery of the French Reſcript in March 


— declared, “the inſult ough 
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P. 


<< he did not doubt but we had ſtrength and ſpi- 
«it to do it.” (a) As to an invaſion, General 


- C=—=y ſaid, © he did not adopt the fears People 


*:had expreſſed, nor did he ſee the caſe ſo dange- 


e rous as had been repreſented ; for that we had, 
e including the Militia, Thirty-three Thouſand | 
Troops, with which we could take the field. (4)” 
In the beginning of May, when it was known 


that the Toulon Fleet had ſailed, Adminiſtration 


were charged with inactivity, in not preventing 


it, as we were now, it was ſaid, engaged in 
a war with our natural Enemies, the French, and 
therefore the moſt vigorous exertions ought to 


be made; (c) and the very laſt week of this 
_- Seſſion, on a motion by a Member in Oppaſi- 


tion, for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, to expreſs a 


readineſs to agree to any further Conciliatory 
Mleaſures, it is there declared, That the Com- 
% mons of Great- Britain ſtand always prepared 
e to reſent every inſult, and to repel every attack 
e upon the dignity of his Majeſty's Crown, and 


the National Honour. (4)” 


In the Houſe'of Lords, the general indignation 


againſt the French was equally conſpicuous; hut 
this was accompanied with the ſevereſt cenſures 


f of the ; Miniſtry, by whoſe evil counſels, it Was 
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bad, we were 1 into our preſent diſtreſs. 
It was contended, indeed, by one part of the 
Oppoſition, * that, in order to prevent a war with 
« France, under ſuch diſadvantages, we ſhould 
<< not ſtand upon forms with America, but make 
, an alliance with her, even as an Independent 
ec State, rather than have a war with France and 
% America at the ſame time; and that, if we were 
at peace with America on this footing, chere 


* 


1 was in fact nothing to go to war about: But 


this opinion was combated with great ability by 
a Noble Lord on the ſame fide of the Houſe; ho i 
| Hewed, ee That a war with France was unayoid- : 
c able; and, at the ſame time, gave ſome ad- 
enviable: hints concerning the mode of ne 5 
and purſuing it with vigour: (0 
As to the queſtion, of allowing the Indepen- 
dence of America, the ſame difference of opinion 
prevailed among the Oppoſition in this, as well 
as in the other Houſe of Parliament. The Noble 
Lord above alluded to, and another Noble Earl, 
vhom this Country had the misfortune ſoon after 
to loſe, ſet this matter in a new light, and painted 
the ill policy of it in the moſt ſtriking colours: (a) 
An the courſe of theſe debates, the moſt vi- 
gorous enertions were recommended againſt the 
common Enemy; the vulnerable parts, both of 
France and Spain, were hinted at, and the re- 
- "Forces of this Country enlarged upon: (a) And 
a Noble Earl particularly declared, That he 
% did not think France would make any more 
e than an appearance of a deſcent in England; 
« and that he was perſuaded, had we Miniſters, 
© capable of enn — and * 
de Ee 


(a) Lord . 4 an ul. Reg. vol. „ 
5. 323, 369, 376, to 396. 
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11 i the force 1! left i in this kingdom, we ſhould | 
e be able to revive the former ſuperiority we 
„ had laſt war, and put a ſpeedy end to all 
60. the threats and menaces of our Enemies. (a)“. 


| Was this expoſing. the weakneſs of Great- 


Britain | ny as not this, on the contrary, making 
the moſt of our 'ſituation ? though it was too 
well known abroad, aud too feverely felt home, 


to be concealed, and conſequently f for any injury 
-P Fug from its being expoſed. 


now proceed to confute the particular 


I Charges i in the Pamphlet above mentioned. And, 
in the firſt place, the deſign of the work is ap- 


F parent ; it 18, tO decry the characters of the moſt 


able and ee Men in this nation, many of 
whom the Miniſt have attempted to ſeduce to 
their intereſt, in o 12 to inſure their own ſtations. 

This is evident from the following paragraph: 


Ko Upon the whole, we may fairly affirm, that 
* neither the talents they poſſeſs, nor the con- 


. * 1 


4 duct they Have purſued, are likely to recom- 
oh mend Oppoſition as proper "perſons for ma- 


naging public affairs at the preſent criſis.” (5) 
Thus is the. Feret "ſpring of all theſe liberal 
aſperſions, and artial quotations, diſclofed, to 
- perſuade the, P Pubic. that the preſent Miniſters 
ate the fitteſt perſons. to continue in the manage- 
ment of Public Affairs, not on account of their 
aon abilities, or the wiſdom of their paſt* mea- 
ſures, d there is not even an attempt to 
jultify,, b 0 of the cond ct ol the 
5 ber thus roſsly miſceprefented. 2 
But let e : Ming Bo are there : 
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now for Men of virtue and ability to take the 
reins of Government ? Not all the wiſdom 6f a 
Burleigh, or a Chatham, could reſtore this Nation 
to its former proſperity; and, in the preſent 
ſituation of affairs, they muſt be bold, as well as 
great and diſintereſted Men, that will venture to 
take the helm in ſuch a ſtorm. It is not the leaſt 
of our misfortunes, that neither a change of Men 
nor Meaſures can replace us in the ſame ſituation 

we held ſome years ago in the balance of Europe; 
though it is another conſideration, how much 
longer both Houſes, of Parliament will ſubmit 
to be governed by the counſels of thoſe, under 
whoſe adminiſtration ſo much has been already loſt. 
The Author of this Short Hiſtory thinks it 
_ anſwers his purpoſes better, to extract fingle ſen- 
tences out of the ſpeeches of Oppoſition, with- 
dut ſtating the ſcope of the ſpeech, or even the 
particular motion under conſideration. The 
_ firſt extracts (4) he makes are, without men- 
tioning the motion or propoſed amendment, 
from the debate on the Addreſs to his Majeſty for 
his Speech the firſt day of the Seſſion, and on 
the amendment propoſed, to aſſure his Ma- 
e jeſty, that the Houſe was ready to give the ® 
ee moſt ample ſupport to ſuch meaſures as may 
ebe thought neceſſary for the defence of theſe (7 
Kingdoms, and fruſtrating ' che defigns"of 
e France; but that they thought it one of the 
e moſt important duties to enquire b "what 
be faral counſels, or unhappy Hen of due, 
ce this Country was reduced from its ſptendid 


„ ſituation.” He ſays, As the public mis ortunes 
c may be deduced from the rebellion in America, 
cc they [the Oppoſition] aſſerted, contrary to fact, that 
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« hoſtitities had been firſt commenced by Go- 


« yernment : They recurred to their uſual pro- 


« phecies as to foreign wars, and went ſo far as 


« to arm Holland, our ancient Ally, againft theſe 
« devoted kingdoms: To ſow diſcontents among 


e the Militia, they alledge the Officers had been 
1 ſcandalouſly negle&ed, &c. &c.” Can any 
body deny that this Country was fallen from 
the ſplendid fituation, which in the early part 
of his Majeſty's reign had made her the envy of 
all Europe? In ſtating the cauſes: of this alte- 
ration, thoſe who began this war in America by 
their fatal counſels, may be fairly ſaid to have 
been the diſturbers of the public tranquillity after 
a ten years peace. As to Holland, it was only 

ſaid, “ That ſome information ſhould be given 
« by the Miniſter on thoſe heads, before unani- 
* mity was called for.” (a) With regard to the 
Militia, it was obſerved, „That his Majeſty 
% made honourable mention of them in his 
* Speech, and therefore that the Addreſs ought 
„to contain a compliment to their. ardour and 
public ſpirit.” () 19997 


Another 8 of the propoſed enquiry was, 


the diſſatisfaction ſnewu with the Generals em- 
ployed in America, and with the Admiral em- 


ployed at home, who, notwithſtanding he had 


uniformly ſpoke and acted in oppoſition, did not 
decline the command in a perilous conjuncture. 
This diſſatisfaction was then indeed dilavowed ; 
but the ſubſequent treatment they received from 
the Noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty, 
and of the American Department, have left no 


doubt 


; (s) Mr, T — 4. Parl. Regiſter, | vol. xi. P-. 3. | 
(4) Mr. T— d. MSS. Debates, and Parl, Regilter, 
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pol xi. P. 3-—Colone] B—e. Ibid, p. 60, 
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doubt from what quarter ſuch repeated aſſertions 
proceeded. 

His Majeſty's Speech. was indeed, according to 
the eſtabliſhed uſage of Parliament, conſidered 
as the ſpeech of + Miniſter, and accordingly 
treated with freedom. Having lamented there- 

fore that his efforts had not been attended with 
all the ſucceſs which the juſtice of his cauſe, and 
the vigour of his exertions, ſeemed to promiſe, 
it was ſaid, © That, conſidering Ad Xx 
2 was ſent out at firſt with Twenty Sail of the 
Line to meet Thirty, —that Lord H—e's Fleet 
I z would have been annihilated by D'Eftaing's 
"ag Squadron, if it had arrived three days ſooner, 
U te and which was preſerved only, when he did 
* arrive, by the {kill and bravery of the Noble 
«© Lord who commanded the Fleet on that ſide 
ee the Atlantic, that we had more ſucceſs than 
ec could have been expected from ſuch miſconduct 
« in Adminiſtration ; and that our eſcapes were 
« entirely owing to good fortune, and the ſkill 
« of our Commanders, who conſequently did 
« not deſerye this implied cenſure upon them, 
* when in fact it belonged to their em- 
« ployers.“ (a) This is the contradiction in 
terms ſo much exclaimed againſt by the Author | 
above mentioned, who paſſes. over many im- 
portant charges urged as grounds of the mo- 
tion; (5) and takes a great deal of pains (c) to 
combat an opinion given in the courſe of the de- 
bate, (but having nothin 1 do with the motion) 
concerning the mode of carrying on the war in 
its  complicazed ſtare, name]y, to withdraw, all 
our 


2 Mr. F—-x. Parl. Regiſter, vol. xi. p. 5. 6. 
(5) Mr. F—x. Ibid. p. 8, 9 | 
le) Short Hiſtory, &. p. 8. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(4) Mr. Fx, Parl. Regiſter, vol. xi. p. 10, Il, 
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our forces from America, except ſuch as ſhould be 
neceſſary to keep the few places we already poſ- 
ſeſſed, and to make France the object of our 
attack. wn, 1 9 


- 
« 


Whether this was a right meaſure, or not, 
is another queſtion ; but certainly very able and 
powerful reaſons were given in ſupport of it; 
which were drawn principally from the different 
motives that induced America and France to enter 
into the war, and the different relations they ſtood. 
in to the Mother Country. It was ſaid, © The 


motives of the French were intereſt ; and there- 


fore we ſhould dire& our blows againſt them, 

1n order to ſhew theni they will ſuffer more 
by a continuance of the war, than reap advan- 
tages from their new alliance: That France 
muſt be made to feel preſent diſtreſs, and find 
out that ſhe has made a bad bargain; which 
would ſoon force her to deſert her new Ally : 


That the war with America was of a different 


nature; that it was a war of paſſion and enthu- 
ſiaſm: no matter what gave birth to that enthu- 


ſiaſm; it inſpired a ſpirit that was unconquer- 


able, and ſollicitous to undergo difficulties ar.d 
dangers: And that, beſides, every blow that 
was ſtruck in America was againſt ourſelves, 

and all idea of reconciliation ; and againſt our 
own intereſt, if we ſhould be able to bring it 


back to dependence.” (a) I appeal to the 


ſcope of the Debates on this day, whether this 
was not the nature of the arguments uſed upon 
this ſubje&t in the Houſe of Commons. 
The Speeches in the other Houſe are ſtill more 
miſrepreſented ; and not only the ſenſe of particular 
pallages perverted, but many others coined to 
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and Acquittal of Ad 


them, one by one, from their party, and make 


. 
| or's purpoſe, with a reference to 
(Vide Oppoſition Speeches, puſſim) ſuch as, That 
* nothing could ſave the Empire, but imploring 
ce the forgiveneſs of America, and acknowledging 


„. her Independence; and that it would be im- 


90 prudent, if not impoſſible, to perſiſt in a MP 


* apainſt France. De = 
Ihe next ſubject, upon which this Author 
exerciſes his talent of miſrepreſentation, (a) is 


the difagreeable neceſſity to which General 


 B——=e, Sir W— H—e, and Ad I X. 
were reduced, either of defending their characters 
under many diſadvantages, or of loſing them. Of 


the military conduct of the- firſt F ſhall ſay little, 
becauſe he moſt ardently expects, and has been 
promiſed, a further enquiry into it; but with 


regard to Sir V. He, it is notorious, that, 
though he might be received with apparent at- 


tention by the Miniſtry, they were, under-hand, 
throwing all the blame of ill ſucceſs upon his 
fhoulders, which was at length avowed in Par- 


liament before the end of the Seſſion, as ſhall be 


explained in its proper place. 

In the account the Author gives of the Trial 
—}] K——/, he is reduced 
vo the dilemma of acknowledging, “ That the 
* maxim of ſelecting Men of oppoſing principles 
* may have had its foundation in liberal ſenti- 
* ments ;”(5) but, if the Oppoſition hold prin- 


eiples imputed to them by this Author, this is 


but a ſorry excuſe for employing them: The fact 


is, and the Miniſtry know it, that. Men of the 


firſt abilities, as well as the moſt, unſpotted in- 
tegrity, are among the Body that pats by that 
name; and they therefore endeavour to detach 


haha , IEEE uſe 
(a) Short Hiſt. p. 11, 12, 13, 
00 Ibid: p. 2% 15- 


uſe of the extreme diſtreſs of the Nation, and i 
the neceſſity they are under of their aſſiſtance, 


as a plea for this purpoſe; But this has not — 

hitherto had the deſired effect in any inſtance; 14 
for, though theſe perſons, of great liberality and = 
_ ſpirit, have not with-held their aſſiſtance, when 11 
thus called for in a time of danger, and have 1 


done their utmoſt againſt the common Enemy, 
yet their political opinions have been retained, 
and their conduct in Parliament has continued 
to be diſintereſted and independent. This has 
been notoriouſly the caſe with Adm— K>—1/, 
and Gov—r F——2, and with Sir /——m and 
Lord He. The firſt of theſe (Adm—I K——/!). 
ſtands too high in the opinion of his Country, to 
ſuffer in the leaſt from the miſrepreſentations of 
this Author: His trial ſtopped even the mouth 
of Envy; and, whether his accuſation was a ma- 
licious one or not, it certainly has been of as 
much ſervice to him, as if it proceeded: from 
the moſt exalted friendſhip. - In order, however, 
to invent a ground of abuſe, this Author is driven 
to the neceſſity of proving, or endeavouring to 
prove, that the accuſation. of Adm—l XI, by 
Sir H— FA, © was a trap laid by the Op- 
e poſition.“ (a) This is ingenious; but the whole 
tranfaction is too recent in the memory of the 
Public, to be gloſſed over in ſuch colours. With 
much more plauſibility might it be ſaid; that 
it was a trap laid by the Admiralty to ruin the 
brave Commander. If ſo, they were caught in ' 
their own ſnares, as this fact came out undenia- 
bly, that the want of complete victory was not 
the fault of the Admiral who commanded ; and 
certainly the evidence, given on his trial, ſhewed ' 
ſo. much zeal and abilities, exerted in the ſervice 
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of his Country, as to deſerve the thanks of that 


Country, even though the victory, from other 
circumſtances, was not complete, and though 
his on conduct had been leſs noble, or his Ad- 


verſary's leſs malicious. But the Author ſays, 


« Sir H— P——7, conſcious of deſerving 


e praiſe, inftead of cenſure, for his behaviour, 
e became irritated at the injuſtice - done tq 
<« his reputation; from being accuſed, he be- 
ce came the accuſer. In this circumſtance alone, 
« as it afterwards appeared, the gallant Vice- 
« Admiral was to blame.“ (a) Now, it is very 
difficult to comprehend, how the conſciouſneſs 
of his own innocence ſhould induce him to 


attack another, rather than juſtify himſelf: 


nor did it afterwards appear, that his becoming 
the accuſer was the only circumſtance in which 
he was to blame; for the verdict of the Court- 
Martial itſelf declared him blameable for not 
making the diſtreſſed ſituation of his ſhip known 


to the Admiral by the Fox, or otherwiſe. (2). 


Much leſs did. it appear, as is aſſerted, (c) 
that on the Trial of the Admiral, though 
ce the Accuſer had not brought his charges to 
ce the ſtandard of legal proof, the Accuſed did 
re not exculpate himſelf to the ſatisfaction of 


e the Public. For the falſity of this laſt 
aſſertion, I need only appeal to the Public itſelf, - 


which was unanimous in expreſſing; their ſatiſ- 


faction at his moſt honourable acquittal. (d) It is 


obſerveable, that the e bas not dared to 


refer 
(a) Short Hiſt. p. 13, 16” | 31 


(5) The Verdict of che Court-Martial on * 4— Sir 


Bo F 1 

(e) Short Hiſt. p. 1 

(4) The Speech of *the 8 peaker to Admiral — 4 
the thanks of the Houſe of rds. 
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refer to one ſingle authority for any part of this 
curious narration, which takes up no leſs than 
eight pages of his Short Hiſtory, | | 
His next ſubje& is the State of the Navy. the 
preceding ſummer; and this is the only part of 
the Pamphlet, Where the Author has been hardy 
enough to attempt a Defence of his own Friends, 
rather than an Attack upon their Opponents. 
He perceived that it would be too much to 
deny, that it had been ſolemnly aſſerted in De- 


cember, 1777, by the Noble Lord at the head 


of the Admiralty, viz. That we had Thirty- 
« five Ships of the Line, completely manned, (a) 
c and had a Nayy fully adequate to meet the 
% whole force '& the Houſe of Bourbon in the 
e firſt inſtance; that, ſhould: they entertain any 

hoſtile intentions, the remainder of our force 
was in ſuch a ſtate of preparation, as would 
« render it much ſuperior to any France and 
Spain could fend againſt us; and that he 
« was, not aſhamed to ſay, it was the duty of 
« the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, to have a2 


« Fleet ſuperior to any ing theſe a 6 127 be 
cc A % fd io ſea," ( 1 1 I 


The fact of Adm—I1 Wenke had wa ſent 
out in June, with only Twenty Sail of the Line, 
upon which the motions he alludes to were 
eee, is well known. The queſtions 1 in the 
debate were, Whether there was evidence ſuf- 
e ficient on the table to prove there was a very 
_ < ſuperior” force at that time in Breſt harbour; 
« and, ſuppoſing there was ſufficient evidence 
« for this purpoſe, if the Firſt Lord of the Ad- 


66 miralty” was . in ſending out an in- 
« ferior 


cc 


(a) Lord .. ra. Rey, vol x. p. 1 
(6) Ibid, p. 63. ; TID ry 
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ee ferior force, under ſuch circumſtances?ꝰ . As 
to the firſt queſtion, it was much laboured, that 
the proof was not ſufficient; (a) but, as the 
Miniſtry had refuſed to give any further intelli- 
gence on this head, (5) they ought to have been 
coneluded from odjecting to any deficiency of 
formal proof. They perceived this was too 
flimſy a reaſon for negativing the motion; and 
therefore it was roundly contended,“ That it 


* aS proper to ſend Mr. — out at that 


time, notwithſtanding the inferiority of his 
_ ©. force; that this Country muſt run ſuch riſks 
ec in a war with Frauce; and that, if the Firſt 
e Lord: of the Admiralty was criminal in this 
_ © reſpect, every one of his Majeſty's Miniſters 
were equally ſo; that it was either a crime in 
tc. common, or no crime at all.” (C)? | 
This was the defence the Miniſtry made them-! 
| ſelves at the time; but the Author has quite de- 
ſerted it; and contented himſelf with a mere 
aſſertion, that it was proved, by authentic docu- 
ments, There were Thirty-five Sail of the Line 
cin November, 1 1777, and Forty- four in June, 
« 1778; and that, when Adm— K 
cc gat; -with Twenty, there were but Seventeen in 
ce the harbour of Breſt ; and that therefore, as the 


Was en to be * were 
; 1914 mc not 
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* Notwithanding the pains es to lhe this dodtine, 
170 Members remained unconvinced ; among which, it is ob- 
ſerveable, there; were above two-thirds of the Members of 


Counties preſent, who voted for the mofion. 1 


iT 95 3} 
« not founded in fact, the concluſion muſt of 
« courſe fall to the ground.” (4) ' 
Now, if this - poſition is true, that there were ; 
Thirty-five Sail of the Line ready in November, 
1777, and Forty - four in June following, what 
excuſe is there for not ſending out a larger force 
than Twenty Sail of the Line? This would have 
been running a riſk without any occaſion; for, 
as to the ſorce ſent to America, this was no more 
than ſufficient to counteract the fleet ſent there 
under D' Eſtaing; and conſequently, if D'Eſtaings 
ſquadron had remained at home, there would 
- ho have been the fame diſparity between the 
naval force of Great-Britain and France: And it 
"muſt. be remembered, that; at the ſame time the 
Firſt Lord of the Admiralty declared we had 
Thirty-five Sail of che Line ready, he declared 
< we were in ſuch a ftate of preparation, as, when 
te further appearances ſhould juſtify. us, to Ar 
ee pace with our neighbours , () ö; 
The nent aſſertion, that when Mr. X17 
ſailed with Twenty Sail of the Line, there were 
but Seventeen Ships in Breſt, is founded on a groſs 
miſtake, and taken from an error of the prels in 
the authority to which he alludes: (c) for the 
loweſt calculation of the ſhips ready in Breſt was 
Twenty-ſeven, though there was reaſon to believe 
there were five more; and the whole ſcope of the 
debate, as well as the context of the ſpeech 
5 alluded to, proves that the loweſt number of 
; mips in Breſt harbour were 'Twenty-{even, inſtead 


of Seventeen; which'th ws the extreme inaceuracy 8 
of the Author, if not worle, 


(a) Short Hiſt. p. 22. 
(6) Lord . "Pari wy x. p. 63. 
U Lord 17. Ibid. 3 r. 25 
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g Such are the facts, and the 8 upoh 
which he grounds the abuſe of the Party, as he 


calls them, for their conduct on this occaſion. — 
No this Party, which he ſometimes calls Oppe- 


fition, and ſometimes Faction, conſiſted - of a 
Hundred and Seventy Gentlemen, and among 


them Two Thirds of all the Members of Counties 


that were preſent, . who, whatever their other 
merits may be, certainly have not the merit of 


enjoying lucrative employments under Govern- 


ment; and the Public muſt judge, whether the 


diſintereſtedneſs in this ſcale does not preponderate 


the fmall difference there was in the numbers on 


this occaſion. 


\ 


It required a more than ordinary dense of 
courage in this Author, to attribute the ſteps 
taken in favour of Ireland, to the factious ſpirit | 
of Oppoſition ; when it is well known, that this 


matter was firſt ſtirred in the preceding Seſſion by 
Two Noble Lords, (a) as zealous as any in fa- 
vour of Miniſtry, but who, I doubt not, acted 
from the moſt honourable motives : That, when 


the matter was again conſidered early this Sefſion, 
it was both ſupported and oppoſed by perſons of 
different deſcriptions : (5) That, though it was 


carried againſt any further relaxation to Freland, (c) 
yet the neceſſity of ſome further indulgence was 
apparent to all parties before the Seffion cloſed ; 


and the only reaſon given by the Miniſtry for 


doing nothing then was, that the Seſſion was too 


far adyanced to give the matter that confi deration 


which the importance of che e NR: 


a reaſon 


(a) Lord N—4, and Lord Bhs Parl. Regitter, rol. IXs 


P. 118, 119. 
(2) Ibid, vol. xii. p. 108, 109. 
(e) Ibid, P · 178. 5 
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men of fach ſpirit. as Sir 


T8 4 


2 reaſon that certainly did not apply when it was 


before moved: but the Miniſtry promiſed they 
would lay. the proper information before the 
Houſe early the next Seſſion. 

The Author has been extremely ſhort in his 


account (a) of the origin of the American En- 
quiry, though he is very prolix in drawing con- 


cluſions from the evidence FAN was broup he on 


"oF. 4 


Z Aue his rl FI not ped with, 


and concluding from thence he had loſt the con- 


fidence of the Miniſtry, deti;cd leave to come 
home; and, on his arrival, found his conduct 


was very ſeverely cenſured in thoſe periodical and 


other publications, which are known to be under 
the influence and direction of Government. It 


is true, the Miniſtry (5) were at firſt ſilent them- 


ſelves; but they did not diſavow theſe charges ; 


they contented themſelves with declaring they 

Kal never dropped any expreſſions prejudicial to 
Sir N. H—e's character; but they did not de- 
clare Tack! charges were ill founded : on the other 
hand, ſome of theſe charges were avowed by 
Gentlemen at this time in the confidence of G- 
vernment. (c) It is no, wonder therefore, chat 
He, ahd his 
Brother, and Who had hitherto ſtood fo big h in in 
the opinion of their Country, ſhould wiſh an en; 


quiry into their conduct, that they might Have 


an. opportunity of difproving what was rouhdly . 
aſſerted in all the Miniſterial Publications, VIZ, 
cc * That our want t of decifive ſucceſs | in America was 


'L toe 5 5 < "owing 

97875 p-. 31. M 11 5 
Lord G. G— e. Parl. Regiſlr, vet. g p. z. 

8 Lord Ade of — and Governor per 


CT IQ. 
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_ owing ſolely to the miſcondud of the General.” 
The neceflity of this enquiry, therefore, was: urged 
dy the General, (a) in the middle of December 
| laſt, and acceded to, the ſame day, by the Noble 
Lord at the head of the American Department; (h) 


and accordingly the motion for the papers rela- 


ting to the war in America was carried without 
ö any diviſion. (c) | 


Ihe papers being thus laid before the Houſe, 
for the peruſal of the Members, (4) the General, 


toward the latter end of April, entered upon his 
Defence, which was one of the moſt perſpicuous 
narratives ever delivered on ſuch an occaſion, 


and confirmed every one, who had read the papers, 


in the high opinion entertained of his conduct. 


8 Even the Miniſter himſelf declared, . That this 


* account was an ample anſwer to any whiſpers, 
cc or libels, that had been circulated againſt the 
d * Honourable Gentleman's character ; that he 
<« was free to ſay, he was perfectly ſatisfied ; and 
dc made no ſcruple to declare, he had done his 
er duty in every particular.” (e) And another 
Noble Lord, high in the confidence of Admini- 
ſtration, ſaid, © There was ſcarcely a letter on the 
de table, which did not contain ſome freſh proof 
it what confidence his Majeſty repoſed in mo, 
dc zeal, their integrity, and great military talents ; 
© the beſt-founded eulogiums, he ſaid, had been 
made upon them from every quarter.” () 
1 But, as { there \ were ſome facts in this en 


(a0 Sir W— * Parl. 1. Regiſter, ol xi, p. 199. 
0 Lord G -— G——e, Ibid. 7 160. 
(e) Ibid. p. 2 247. i 
4) Ibid. 23 , 
& Lord N—h. " Ibid, yol. xi. 583. 1 
C7) Ibid. p. 355 
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on the moſt deciſive ſucceſs, and the adequacy 
of the force for that purpoſe, it was very evident, 
that, if the General was not to blame, they were 
ſo, either in having deceived the Houſe, or 
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which the p. ers on the table did not apply, 
Sir „ H—e had before moved for the at- 


tendance of Lord Cornwallis, and ſeveral other 


Officers of rank and note, to confirm the account 

he had given of his conduct. Now, notwith- 

ſtanding the neceſſity of this, if any enquiry was 
Proper at all, the Author has not ſaid a word o 
the ſucceſsful oppoſition made to it by the Mi- 


niſtry, though it was carried by a very ſmall 


majority (a) in a pretty full Houſe ; but the ab- 


ſurdity and inconſiſtency of this was afterwards 


pointed out by a Gentleman of their own body, 


who muſt be confeſſed to have acted a manly 


part on this occaſion : (4) and thus the Miniſtry, 
fearing to run the riſque of a diviſion, were 


obliged to deſiſt from their oppoſition.(cY 


It muſt be this tranſaction, to which the Au- 
thor alludes, or would wiſh to confound, when 
he ſays, * An Enquiry was at length extorted by 
“ patriotic declamation, when it had been once 

cc refuſed by a vote.” (d) But the enquiry, as has 


been before ſtated, was agreed to with an affected 


indifference, 'till it was apprehended that ſome- 
thing might come out in the courſe of it, which 
would not only exculpate the General, but cri- 
minate the Miniſtry: And indeed, as the latter 


had ftaked their credit the three laſt campaigns 


la . themſelves, 


(a) Parl. Regiſter, vol, xii, p. 372, and 188, | 
(5) Mr. R. Ibid. p. 395 to 397, 
(c) Ibid. p. 398. e 
(4) Short Hiſtory, p. 32 


" 
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' themſelves. This was the natural inference from 
their former declarations; and this was ſeen ſo 
clearly by the Noble Lord at the head of the 
American Department, that, notwithſtanding he 
had been quite ſilent hitherto in his own perſon, yet 
he now fairly joined iſſue with the General, and de- 
clared, © That, if the General, in the tide of ſucceſs, 
2 bad followed his advantages up, by croſſing the 
« Delaware, and had poſſeſſed himſelf of the Pro- 
vince of Penſylvania, he thought now, and then, 
we had a fair proſpect of terminating the war that 
campaign ;” (a) and © that, after marching up 
to Waſhington's entrenchments, and abandon- 
e ing every meaſure for compelling him to leave 
e that ſtrong poſition, a month was loſt by that 
bas unſucceſsful attempt, and returning to New 
« York:” And again, “ that the next ſtep taken 
' by the General, was to proceed to ſea, where 
cc he continued inothet month; and, inſtead of 
going up the Delaware, and landing at Wil- 
«© mnington, or Newcaſtle, in the Delaware, ano- 
ether month was loſt.“ 
Was not this a direct ack upon the Gene- 
ral's conduct of the war? and, if the Noble Lord 
was of this opinion, why was he ſo long ſilent ? 
and why did not he call a Court-Martial, or at 
leaſt a * of Enquiry, into the General's con- 
duct, on his firſt coming over? This certainly 
confirmed the opinion, that had been long enter- 
tained, of the quarter from whence the former at- 
racks proceeded. 
- Notwithſtanding this declaration, the. Noble 
Lord ſaid, „He ſaw no good reaſons for proceed- 
Fe ing in the Enquiry: he approved of every other 


7 part 


WI 
ob 


(.) Lord G, Gare, Parl. Reg. vol. xii. p. 392. 
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te part of the General's conduct. (a) But the 
Houle was of a different opinion; for it was ſaid, 
even by ſome of the Miniſter's beſt Friends, 
„ That when the Noble Lord, the American Se- 
« cretary, had riſen in his place, and made a 
e ſpecific and direct accuſation—that after ſuch 
c a charge, ſo made in ſuch an Aſſembly, in the 
* face of the Nation, it would indeed be cruelty, 
« and the laſt ſpecies of injuſtice, not to hear 
« the Honourable General in his defence :”(5) 
And the motion was carried without a diviſion. 
Accordingly Lord Cornwallis, Major-General 
Grey, and four other Gentlemen of weight and 
conſequence, were examined, not only by Sir 
and Lord He, but by ſeveral other 
Gentlemen on both ſides the Houſe: But the 
Author ſays, © The reſult of the Enquiry was 
"Ay different from what Oppoſition hoped.”(c) 
It is obſervable, that Sir V. He's examina- 
tion related only to the defence of his own con- 
duct, in thoſe particulars in which he had been 
attacked either within doors or without. All 
the Witneſſes concurred in giving the moſt am- 
ple teſtimony to his conduct; that he had ſerved 
his Country with fidelity, aſſiduity, and great 
ability: But they did not content themſelves with 
a general opinion, but ſpoke to the particular 
points in which the General had been cenſured, 
in a manner that wiped away every aſperſion 
that had been caſt, either directly or indirectly, 
upon his conduct. (4) This could be eaſily 
| proved, if it came within my deſign ; and, for 


the 


(a) Lord G. G-—e. Parl. Re _ X11. . 
(5) Mr. R-—y. Ibid. p. * = 3 * 
(c) Short Hiſt. p. 31. 


1 The Evidence. Parl. Reg. vol, xiii. p. 253 to *. 
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the truth of this, I appeal, for the preſent, to the 
Evidence itſelf, 

But, in the courſe of the examination, acer 
matters than the conduct of the General were 
enquired into by other Members: The Wit- 
neſſes, being perſons of weight and conſequence 
in other reſpects than their military profeſſion, 
were aſked queſtions concerning the nature of 
the war, and the diſpoſition of the inhabitants: 

The evidence given on this head was not very 
ſatisfactory to the perſons who managed the war 
at home, and militated not a little with the _ 
ſons given for having perſiſted in it ſo long: it 
was profeſſedly to controvert this evidence, chat 
other Witneſſes were called, than thoſe moved for 
by Sir W. He. (a) 

Ihe evidence given on this * by General 

Robertſon, and J. Galloway, Eſq; certainly con- 
tradicted the evidence before given on this ſub- 
ject by the other Witneſles ; but this had nothing 
to do with the principal object of the enquiry, 
which was the conduct of the Commander. As 
to the amount of their. evidence, upon the other 
part of the buſineſs, namely, the diſpoſition of 
the Americans, much allowance muſt be made for 
the ſituation and circumſtances of the laſt Gen- 
tleman, who was in fact a party concerned, and 
too much intereſted to be an impartial judge 


upon the ſubject; Beſides, if any part of the 


evidence given by the laſt Gentlemen, at all 
affected the General, he had no opportunity of 
_ calling further Witneſſes, in contradiction to this 
new matter: on the contrary, the very laſt day 
but two of the Seſſion, both the General, and Bis 
No le 


{a) Lord G. G=——e, Parl. R. g. vol, xiii. p. 69, 271. 


continue to repeat their ba 
biaſer inſinuations; as a proof of which, I need 
only refer to the Pamphlet under confideration; to 


A” 63 1 
Noble Brother, defired, «that Miniſtry Aa 
declare if they had any thing to lay to either 


te of their charge, or had collected any crimi- 
« nality from the evidence that had been pro- 


e duced on either ſide.” (a) To which neither 


of the Noble Lords made any reply in perfong 
N though another Lord, high in their confidence, 
Faid, © That no charge was ever intended, from 
ce the beginning of this enquiry to the end ; that 
cc the General and his Brother, ſo far from being 
„ blamed, had the approbation of their Sove- 
_""*Y , and of all rational Men within the Houſe 


and out of it, for their conduct in autho- 


« rity.” ( 
Whether the Sonduck of the Miniſtry was con- 


ſiſtent in this enquiry, it is not now my buſineſs 


70 enquire: bur, certainly, the inferences de- 
ducible from it were not, & that the Britiſh Array 


« were unſkilfully and langvidly led; and that 
the injudicious and de management of 
e the war was the ſole obſtacle to the reſtoration 
of peace. (c) But, whatever were the conclu- 


ſions deducible from this enquiry ſo far as it 


went, it certainly broke up before the General 


had an opportunity of calling the whole of the | 


evidence he intended, 
Now, notwithſtanding this, and the unani- 
mous teſtimony of every Officer to the ſkill and 
conduct of the General, anon 21055 Authors ſtill 
0 


another, intitted, oy 1 View of che rare We. 
| 1. 297 a 
m to 


2605 Sir FV. and . Parl. Reg: vol. xiii. p. 537. 555 
(5) Lord N—4... Ibid. 38. 
(e! Short it. p- 35, LL 
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to © Some Letters to a Nobleman; and to: Con» 


e ſiderations on the American Enquiry :” all of 

which are written with the ſame candour, and the 

ſame regard to truth, if they do not all come 
from the ſame hand. | Ts 


As to the opinions given, particularly by the 
laſt Witneſs, concerning the diſpoſitions of Ame- 


rica towards this Country, in order to juſtify the 
conduct of the Miniſtry for perſevering fo long 
in the war before they took ſteps towards, an 
accommodation, and in order to prove the 
further practicability of reducing that Country to 
obedience by force of arms, I will only obſerve, 


that theſe are two diſtinct propoſitions : for, 


though it ſhould be proved, that the actual ſtate 
of that Country is ſuch, that we ſhould be able, 
in a campaign or two, to reduce it, it by no 
means follows, that reaſonable terins of accom- 
modation ought not to have been before offered; 
becauſe it is owing to the ſecurity given on the 
ſubject of Taxation, and to thoſe reaſonable terms, 
that there is now ſo great a party in our favour: 
and, that theſe terms have been liſtened to by 
great bodies of People, is another proof that 
Independence, and a Separation from this Country, 
was not univerſally the object; which was at one 
time the only reaſon given by the Miniſtry, in. 
both Houſes of Parliament, for their perſeverance 
in the war, and for not paying the leaſt attention 
to the two ſucceſſive. Petitions from the Congreſs. 
On the other hand, if it ſhould be made out, as 
has been attempted,(a) that © not one fifth of 
„ the People have, from principle and choice, 


« {upported the Rebellion,” there was the leſs 


excule 


G dr. . Parl. Reg. vol. il. p. 425, 426. 
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„ 
excuſe for not offering explicit terms of recon- 
ciliation, in order to juſtify the remaining four 
fifths to take an active part in our favour, as 
many ſeem now to have done, notwithſtanding ' 
the change of circumſtances. WH” 
But, in fact, it is impoſſible to draw any con- 
eluſions of the diſpoſition of the Americans at one 
period, when all hopes of reconciliation were 
' vaniſhed, from their diſpoſitions at another, when 
ſuch hopes ſubſiſted ; or to argue that they were 
not almoſt unanimous in their reſiſtance, becauſe 
four-fifths of the People had not Independence 
in view when they took up arms, or becauſe the 
declaration of Independence was carried only by 
a ſmall majority in Congreſs; or becauſe, at 
preſent, when reaſonable terms have been offered, 
great bodies of the People have come in and 
ſubmitted to à conſtitutional dependence on 
to), a On nn. 
This laſt circumſtance alone ſhews the ad- 
vantages that might have been reaped, if pacific 
meaſures had been earlier adopted ; but it 1s 
not itſelf of ſufficient magnitude, even - though 
ſupported by Mr. Galloway's opinion, to prove 
the facility with which America may even now be 
conquered, or © the uſurped authority of the 
New States ſuppreſſed,” as it is expreſſed in 
the © Letters to a Nobleman,” p. 32. 
If however the time was paſt for a recon- 
ciliation with America on conſtitutional Depen- 
| dence, and if there were no hopes of. regaining 
it by force of arms, it was then certainly wor- 
thy conſideration, whether we ſhould keep a larger 
force than was neceſſary for the mere purpoſe of 
defending ſuch parts of that continent as we al- 
ready had, or whether we ſhould not call the 
5 7700 omen 
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greateſt" part of our force from thence, and di- 
rect it againſt a more vulnerable Enemy. 
Other reaſons might be given for this opinion, 
beſides thoſe mentioned by a Gentleman in the 
Houſe of Commons the firſt day of the laſt 
Seſſion. It is much to be apprehended, that tho 
fate of General Prevoff's army will too clearly 
demonſtrate the want of Judgement 1 10 . 5 


2 different line of conduct. 


The Reader will now judge with what view 
the expreſſions mangled, and then cenſured, in 
the beginning of his work, namely, © that war 
«© ought not to be offenſive. with regard to Ame- 
c rica; © that we ought to withdraw our forces 
« from their coaſt; and that the courage of the 
_ « Rebels, and the natural ſtrength of their country, 
c were inſurmountable obſtacles to a further per- 
c ſeverance, &c. (a) the Reader, I ſay, will now 
ſee with what view thoſe expreſſions were uſed: 
and, indeed, it is impoſſible to judge of ſingle 
ſentences, even if they are correctly quoted. 
without knowing the general ſcope of the ar- 
gegen | 
But the Author ſays, 8 Unfortunately for this 
« Country, Oppoſition were permitted, in a man- 
<« ner, to take the lead in American meaſures. 22 
For the truth of this, I appeal to the above pro- 
greſſive ſtate of the meaſures recommended on 
both ſides, and believe the Reader will be more 
ready to cry out, © Moſt fortunate would it have 

« been fox this Country, if the Oppoſition had 
«taken the lead in American meaſures! 
Af ter having detected the Author in the moſt 
flagrant 


F Short Hiſt. p. 8, and 39. 
(5) Short Hill, p. 41. 
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flagrant miſrepreſentations, to anſwer his inſidious 
purpoſes, it would be idle to follow him-through 
every malicious inſinuation and artful perverſion 
of the moſt known facts: for inſtance, when 


he ſays, an army was loſt in America; — the 


« calamity expected with ſo much anxiety by 


« Oppoſition :—Inſtead of propoſing thoſe vi- 


ce gorous exertions, which the honour, as well 


© recommended a tame ſubmiſſion to Rebels, 


with America; and, before the Houſe adjourned 


for the holidays, the Miniſter himſelf gave 
notice, he ſhould prepare ſome plan of recon- 
Ciliation with America at the meeting of Par- 
liament after Chriſtmas. This was on the loth 


of December; notwithſtanding which, nothing 
was done on this ſubject, 'till the 18th of 


February following; in which interval, the 


treaty between America and France was ſigned, 
and carried acroſs the Atlantic. 


The paragraphs that follow are very -applica- 


ble; but I leave to the Reader, whether they 
apply to the conduct of Adminiſtration, or their 


Opponents. © Was it probable that Inſur- 
e gents, who had offered no terms during their 


«© misfortunes, would receive any during the 
«« moment of victory? or could it be expected 


2K 2 en A 


(a) Short Hiſt. p. 42. 


( Parl. Reg. vol. viii. p. 96. 


- 


as the intereſt of the Nation required, they 


an acknowledgment of former errors, and 
e aſſurances of future amendment: (a) Whereas, 
on the firſt mention of this unhappy defeat in 
the Houſe of Commons, on the zd of Decem- 
ber, 1777,(#) not a word was mentioned on the 
ſubject of ſubmiſſion, or even reconciliation , 


— 2 


Z pablo. — D 
A tenement = * ISS 
= ay . 
<> - N 4 * — — — 


Fe - OV — n 
F IT" 
£ * = =, DI « 8 
- LG _— Py — * - 
CITI bx 2 
— — — 7 
2 © I 


5 — Fas > — cc 


x 1 
6e. that a Congreſs, who had declared for 1 Inde- 
« pendence when Thirty Thouſand diſciplined 
66 Soldiers were ready to land on their coaſt, 
would relinquiſh that Independence, after they 
* had made a whole army priſoners of war?” (a) 


And yet this was the time the Miniſtry chole for 


treaty and negociation |! 
The event of this negociation need not be 


enlarged upon: That it was without effect, might 
not be owing to any defect in the Commiſſion, or 
blame in thoſe who were entruſted with the exe- 
cution of it. It proceeded from its being en- 
tered upon too late: many favourable opportu- 
nities had been loſt; and the Treaty with France 
was an obſtacle not to be ſurmounted; notwith- 


ſtanding which, the whole blame of the want of 


ſucceſs in the Commiſſion, js immediately trans- 
ferred by this Author, from thoſe who deferred 
it too long, to thoſe who recommended pacific 
meaſures before it was too late, and before there 
was a neceſſity of giving up half What was aſter- 
wards in vain offered. 


« The Faction (he ſays) thus obtained that 


ce degradation of their own Country, which ſeems 
© to have been elf 

and then charges this Faction with having called 
in France and Spain, A their Alles for the ſup- 


y a part of their plan: (3) 


c port of their cauſe ;” becauſe they made uſe of 


every argument to induce the Miniſtry to act in 


ſuch a manner as to prevent the interference of 
either of thoſe Powers: And though it plainly 


appears, from the Spaniſh Reſcript itſelf, that there 


had been a mediation on foot during the whole 


winter, and nar it was declared by his Spaniſo 


Majeſty 


(a) Short Hiſtory Pe 42. 
(5) lbid. p. 43. 
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Majeſty at the beginning of it, that, if the me- 
diation ſhould be broke off without effect, he 
| ſhould be under the neceſſity of taking bis part; 


yet this Author has the effrontery to inſinuate, 


that every encouragement, and every lure, was 
held out to Spain by the Oppoſition, © in order 


* to induce her to throw her weight into the 
ce ſcale of France; and that it was this which 


c determined her to ſuch a ſtep :” Whereas it 
appears by the Reſcript itſelf, as was faid before, 
that Spain had declared her reſolution in this 
reſpect ſo early as September, in cafe the nego- 
ciation then ſet on foot ſhould be fruitleſs. 
This is his reaſoning, and theſe are his deduc- 
tions; another ſpecimen of which, and of his ad- 
herence to truth, I proceed now to ſtate, 

And this is his account of the conduct of Op- 


poſition, on the delivery of the Spaniſh Reſcript, 
where he ſays, © An opportunity offered of doing 


cc themſelves credit; yet the Nation cannot fee, 
.CC 


« As, indiſpenſably neceſſary for the ſafety of the 


cc 
0 


cc 


ſilent about the manner in which theſe As were 
combated; nor has he mentioned any authority, 
or circumſtance, to confirm this aſſertion: he 
relies ſolely upon his art of miſrepreſentation, 


and of confounding what is ſaid on one occaſion 


with what is ſaid on another totally different. 


Ihe facts are fo recent, happening late in 


June, that I need appeal only to the me- 


mory of the Public on this occaficoa. 1s it 
not a fact, that, when the Spaniſb Reſeript was 


delivered to the Houſe of Commons, the 15th 


. ot 
(a) Short Hiſtory, p. 51. 


without indignation and aſtoniſhinent, that 


State, have been combated with all the viru- 
lence and obſtinacy of oratory in every ſtage 
of their progreſs.” (a, But the Author is quite 


CF -. 
of laſt June, together with a meſſage from his 
Majeſty, a Noble Lord, (a) whoſe name is almoſt 
fynonymous with loyalty and patriotiſm, imme- 
diately expreſſed his wiſhes, that the Addreſs to 
his Majeſty might paſs unanimouſly, and that no 
one could feel more ſenſibly than himſelf the in- 
dignity offered to the King, and to the Nation ? 
It did paſs unanimouſly ; and his Majeſty in his 
_ anſwer ſays, © That his particular thanks are due 
ee for this unanimous Addreſs ; and that he enter- 
« tains no fear of the deſigns or enterpriſes of his 
cc enemies, while he ſtands at the head of a free, 
e brave, and united People.” It is true, that the 
ſame Noble Lord did, after this Addreſs was 
agreed to, propoſe another Addreſs to his Ma- 
jelty, «© That he would be pleaſed to give imme- 
c diate orders, ſo to collect his Fleets and Armies, 
« as to exert the whole force of this Country 
« againſt the Houſe of Bourbon. (b) . 
Whatever conſtruction can be put upon this 
Addreſs; whether it was meant that our whole 
force in America ſhould be directed againſt the 
Houſe of Bourbon, or only ſuch part of 1 it as could 
be ſpared, conſiſtently with retaining our preſent 
zoffeſſions there; and whether it would have 
been adviſable, or not, to direct even ſuch parts 
_ againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, or to have employed 
it in active expedition to the South; certainly this 
motion did not proceed from any peculiar attach - 
ment to the Houſe of Bourbon, nor can be conſi- 
dered as a very friendly Act towards their © New 
« Allies”, as this Author calls them, with an 
affectation of N cc in the cauſe of Li- 
4 berty.“ | = 
Is 


(a) Lord J— C RE . 
(6) Parl. Regiſter, vol. xili. p. 446. 


LAY 
ls it not a fact, that, upon the Miniſter's mo- 
ving, three days afterwards, for a Bill to aug- 
ment and double the Militia, though the Mi-- 
niltry ſeemed by no means agreed themſelves (a) 
concerning the propriety of this meaſure, it yet 
was declared, by every Member who ſpoke on the 
| fide of Oppoſition, that they ſhould not oppoſe 
the motion, or any motion calculated in any 
manner to add to the defence of the kingdom ?() 
Many objections indeed were ſtarted by Gentle- 
men on all ſides of the Houſe ; but by none more 
powerful ones, than thoſe urged by Gentlemen 
who haye always voted in ſupport of Admini- 
ftration ; ſome indeed by others, but then it was 
uniformly declared, „ That they would vote for 
tc the meaſure, becauſe they would not ſuffer it 
c to be conceived, that, in a moment when Go- 
ce yernment had declared the kingdom to be in 
ce extreme danger, they were unwilling to agree 
te to any meaſure propoſed, with a view to call 
* forth the ſtrength of the Country, and add to 
« 1ts defence.” (c) Accordingly the Bill paſſed 
the Houſe of Commons, without any diviſion in 
any ſtage of it; and, as every body knows, was 
thrown out, that is, the moſt effective part of it, 
by the Houſe of Lords, not by Oppo Ition, but 
by the Miniſter's own Friends. (d) 
The next ſtep, and the laſt that was taken by 
Adminiſtration this Seſſion, was the Bill for ta- 
king away the protection of the laws from ſuch 
A as were not a on this account, to be 


Preſſed 


(a) Parl, Rks: alk Xii. p. 509. 


(% Mr. F=x, Ibid. p. 472. Mr. B—ke. Thid. p. 478. 
Mr. 8—e. Ibid. p. 478.—Mr. 7. 74. tad. p. „ 


(e) Mr. P——s5. Ibid. p. 509. 
4 Lord 6 — Lord — d, & c. 
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of laſt June, together with a meſſage from his 


Majeſty, a Noble Lord, (a) whoſe name is almoſt 


fynonymous with loyalty and patriotiſm, imme- 


diately expreſſed his wiſhes, that the Addreſs to 


his Majeſty might paſs unanimouſly, and that no 


one could feel more ſenſibly than himſelf the in- 
dignity offered to the King, and to the Nation ? 


It did paſs unanimouſly ; and his Majeſty in his 

_ anſwer ſays, That his particular thanks are due 
« for this unanimous Addreſs ; and that he enter- 
* tains no fear of the deſigns or enterpriſes of his 


cc enemies, while he ſtands at the head of a free, 


cc brave, and united People.” It is true, that the 


ſame Noble Lord did, after this Addreſs was 


agreed to, propoſe another Addreſs to his Ma- 


jeſty, «© That he would be pleaſed to give imme- 
« diate orders, ſo to collect his Fleets and Armies, 


ec as to exert the whole force of this Country 


« againſt the Houſe of Bourton.” (b) 1 
Whatever conſtruction can be put upon this 


; Addreſs; whether it was meant that our whole 
force in America ſhould be directed againſt the 
Houſe of Bourbon, or only ſuch part of 1 it as could 

be ſpared, conſiſtently with retaining our preſent 


poſſeſſions there; and whether it would have 
been adviſable, or not, to direct even ſuch parts 


againſt the Houſe of Bourbon, or to have employed 
it in active expedition to the South; certainly this 
motion did not proceed from any peculiar attach - 
ment to the Houſe of Bourbon, nor can be conſi- 
dered as a very friendly Act towards their © New 
« Allies”, as this Author calls them, with an 
affectation of witticiſm, in the cauſe of Li- 


ec berty. 5 5 
1s 


(a) Lord Fram C h, 
(6) Parl, Regiſter, vol, xili. p- 446. 


. 

ls it not a fact, that, upon the Miniſter's mo- 
ving, three days afterwards, for a Bill to aug- 
ment and double the Militia, though the Mi- 
niſtry ſeemed by no means agreed themſelves (a) 
concerning the propriety of this meaſure, it yet 
was declared, by every Member who ſpoke on the 
fide of Oppoſition, that they ſhould not oppoſe 
the motian, or any motion calculated in any 
manner to add to the defence of the kingdom ?() 


Many objections indeed were ſtarted by Gentle- 


men on all ſides of the Houſe ; but by none more 
powerful ones, than thoſe urged by Gentlemen 


who haye always voted in ſupport of Admini- 


ſtration; ſome indeed by others, but then it was 
: uniformly declared, That they would vote for 


c the meaſure, becauſe they would not ſuffer it 
cc 


Bey - 


© vernment had declared the kingdom to be in 
1 


extreme danger, they were unwilling to agree 
te to any meaſure propoſed, with a view to call 
te forth the ſtrength of the Country, and add to 
« 1ts defence.” (c) Accordingly the Bill paſſed 
the Houſe of Commons, without any diviſion in 
any ſtage of it; and, as every body knows, was 
thrown out, that is, the molt effective part of it, 
by the Houſe of Lords, not by Opps ition, but 
by the Miniſter's own Friends. 

The next ſtep, and the laſt that was taken b 
Adminiſtration this Seſſion, was the Bill for ta- 
king away the protection of the laws from ſuch 
perſons as as were not liable, on this account, to be 


 prefled 


nA. 


(a) Parl. Reg. * ii. p. 50). 


(5) Mr. F— x. Ibid. p. 472. Mr. B—e. Ibid. p. 478. 


—Mr. 8—e. Ibid. p. 478.— Mr. 7. T—d. Ibid. 25. 
(c) Mr. P,. Ibid. p. 509. 7.4 


4) Lord x,, Lord 1 —4, &. 


to be conceived, that, in a moment when Go 


8 6 — — — 1 
1 2 . © ug e ” 5x x — Mi 6 8 5 
. . ein wantodan a — 1 


E 
preſſed i into the Navy. Now it is to be obſerved, 
that the queſtion concerning Preſſing, though it 


has ſome judicial opinions in favour of its lega- 
lity, is a queſtion that is not ſettled to the ſatis- 

faction, or at leaſt not agreeably to the feelings, 
of the People. I think myſelf, the beſt argu- 
ment in its ſupport 1s drawn from the neceſſity of 
the caſe in times of danger; an argument that it is 


difficult to put under proper reſtraint. 


Not that I mean now to enter into this exten- 

ſive ſubject; but only to ſtate it as a fact, that 
there are two opinions upon it: But the ob ect 
of this Bill was, not only to take away the 9 
fit of the Protections, to which thoſe who enjoyed 


them truſted for their perſonal ſecurity, but to have 
a reference to a time paſt, and conſequently to ren- 


der legal any violences that had been committed 1 
on their perſons. 


Now any laws, that have a e elves 


cially where they affect perſons of a particular 


deſcription only, are founded in injuſtice, and 
are a breach of public faith: But the argu- 


ment (a) in fayour of it in this inſtance, was a 


powerful one, namely, the extreme magnitude 


of the danger to which we were expoſed. I can 
only lament and deplore the fatal counſels of 


thoſe, which have brought us, ſtep by ſtep, t 
ſuch a ſituation, as to make an Act, that calls i in 
queſtion the juſtice of the Legiſlature, 6 indiſ- 


* penſably neceſſary,” as this Author confeſſes, 


« for the ſafety of the State.“ 
'The Bill was moved for, late at night, at the end 


of along and intereſting debate, and in a very thin 
Houſe ; and the Mover (9) Lect? his reaſon 


for 


(a) Parl. Niles vol. xiii. p-. 115 to 118. 
35 Mr. W , Attorney-General, 


22 > 3. 822 . 5 „ Ke. mw 5 6 


- F731 
for preferring this late hour was, © That no no- 
te tice of any ſuch meaſure ſhould get out; for 
© that, if it were publicly known, the object 
c of the Bill would be in great meaſure de- 
« feated:” (a) So that the confidence the objects 
of this Bill placed in the protection of the laws, 
was the very ſnare by which they were to be en- 
trapped; but, notwithſtanding the objections ta 
the other parts of this meaſure, the time of an- 
qouncmng it to the Houſe, and the avowed rea- 
ſons for announcing it at that hour, were the 
only grounds of the oppoſition that was made 
to it. (45) This ſtruck the feelings of two or three 
of the few. Independent (c) Members who were 
preſent; and they could not refrain from ex- 
preſlſing thoſe feelings with ſome warmth; for 
which, if any was wanting, the ſuddenneſs of 
the occaſion was ſurely a ſufficient apology : the 
Bill, however, was read the firſt and ſecond time, 
and committed in leſs than an hour for. the next 
day; that is, in fact, for the ſame day; for it was 
morning before it was preſented, (d) When the 
Committee fat, ſome amendments were propoſed 
with regard to the Coal Frade, which, though 
negatived here by the Miniſtry, were afterwards 
adopted in the other Houſe ; (e) but there was 
not the leaſt further oppoſition to the principle 
of the Bill in any ſtage of itt. 
In the other Houſe, indeed, the objection of 
its being an e-Hſt-fabtb law was ſtrongly urged; 
but, to ſhew this did not proceed from a ſpirit 
(a) Parl. Reg. vol. xiii. p. 517. e 
3 bid. 1. 92 5 
o yan A I ac 

(4) Ibid. p. 524. 
le) Ibid. p. 527, 537. 
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of oppoſition, it was offered, on the part of 
Oppoſition, (a) that, if the Miniſter would con 
ſent to let the Bill paſs without ſuch a breach of 
public faith upon the face of it, they would 


immediately agree to a Bill of Indemnity for 


what was paſſed, and accede unanimouſly to the 


preſent Bill; and it was agreed on all hands, that 


not a ſingle man ſhould be given vp 'till every 
ſhip had its full complement. It is plain there- 
fore, that the oppoſition was to the manner of 


legalizing this meaſure, and not to the meaſure 


itſelf, however violent it was in its own nature: 
And it is plain alſo, that, if unanimity, in the 


ſtrict ſenſe of the word, was an object of ſuch 


conſequence, it might have been obtained, by 
acceding to the above candid propoſition. _ 


I will now only aſk, whether the Author's aſ- 
ſertions are well founded, namely, that © the 
« Party clogged every meaſure for arming the 


« kingdom by ſea and land; and that they com- 
« bated Acts indiſpenſably neceſſary for the 
« ſafety of the State, with all the virulence and 
e obſtinacy of oratory, in every ſtage of their 


é progreſs”? (5) 


But it is ſaid, © The Faction announced, with 
« a ſpecies of ſavage triumph, that the City of 


London would not vote a man, or a ſhilling, 


cc for the national defence in the preſent emer- 
« gency.” (b) It is true, a Member (c) of the 


City did, in anſwer to ſome ridicule and abuſe 
thrown upon his Conſtituents, declare, © They 
„ were as loyal to their King, and as zealous to 


« ſerve. 
(a) Speeches of the D of R., and Lord Bom), 
a9gth of june. as 
(65) Short Hiſt. p. 51, 
tc) Mr. LS— . 


99-3: 


& ſerve their Country, as ever they had been iy 


e moments of national emergency; and that they 


* would lay down their lives to repel and puniſh 


ce the hoſtile attacks of the Houſe of Bourbon; 
ec but that this would be done, upon condition 
de that the Noble Lord, and his Colleagues, were 
* diſmiſſed from their employments, and the 


re conduct of the war entruſted to abler hands. (a) 
But this is not taken the leaſt notice of by this 


Author; he deſcribes their reſolution as abſolute 
and peremptory, without giving the reaſons, 
- whether juſtifiable or not, upon which they acted. 


Now, though I agreed with the City of Lon- 


don in their premiſes, namely, that the Miniſtry 
are to blame in having ſo conducted the affairs 
of Great-Britain, as to have been the cauſe of 
our preſent misfortunes, I could not agree in 
their concluſion, namely, not to unite againſt 


the common Enemy by every voluntary and ex- 


traordinary aſſiſtance, as well as by ſuch as is 
_ uſual and common with the reſt of the People. 
I cannot help thinking but the reſentment of 


2 


the City, againſt thoſe whom they think the cauſe 
of our misfortunes, has got the better of their 
judgement on this occaſion; nor do J conceive, 
that the moſt ſpirited exertions againſt the 
common Enemy do at all ſhew an approba- 
tion of the Miniſtry for their paſt conduct, or 
are inconſiſtent with the moſt ſettled averſion to 


their perſons, or oppoſition to their adminiſtration. 


But however this is, and whether the City 


may have been miſled or not by their reſentment 


in this inſtance, they certainly have not been 
guided in this reſpect by the Oppoſition in both 
Houſes of Parliament, and to which only the 

3 L 2 term 


(a Parl. Reg. vol. xiii. p. 27 
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ter n Oppoſition can properly belong; for we 


have ſeen, that, inſtead of tying up the hands of 
their Country in this hour of danger, they have 
with-held the faireſt objections that might be 

made to two Acts, that nothing but the greateſt 
miſmanagement in our counſels could have ren- 


dered neceſſar. i 
But if the Author expects a greater degree of 


unanimity than this; if he expects there is to be 


ſuch an unanimity as ſuppoſes an union with, 
and reliance upon, the preſent Miniſtry, and as 


_ precludes every ſpecies. of oppoſition to Men, 
under whoſe adminiſtration misfortunes have 

_ Tontinually increaſed; if he means ſuch an una- 
nimity as is to preclude all. freedom of debate 
with regard to future meaſures, or freedom of 
enquiry with regard to paſt; then will all his ar- 


tifice and ſo philtry have been in vain: for, at 


the very time when the Members of Oppogtion 


declared, individually, they ſhould not oppoſe 
either of the meaſures above ſtated, the idea f 
an union and alliance of this kind was at the ſame 
time reprobated in the ſtrongeſt terms that lan- 
guage is capable of; and, among other things, it 
was faid, „that they were unwilling to truſt the 
re laſt ſtake of the kingdom to thoſe who had 
*& reduced it to its laſt ſtake.” (a) 1 

And again, . What! enter into an TO 


de with thoſe very Miniſters who had betrayed 
ce their Country, who had proſtituted the ible 


« ſtrength, who had proſtituted the public 
« wealth, and who had proſtituted; what was 
« ſtill more valuable, the glory of the Nation 


CL The a was too one e to be admitted for 


» 


te) Lord 7 5. Parl. Reg. vol. xii, P. 478. 
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ce z moment. Gentlemen muſt have foregone 
« their principles, and given up their honour, be- 


« fore they could approach the threſhold of an 
cc alliance ſo abominable, ſo ſcandalous, and ſo 


diſgraceful. Did the Noble Lord think it 
© poſlible, he could ally himſelf with thoſe Mi- 


6“ niſters who had led 5 on from one degree of 
te wretchedneſs to another, 'till they had brought 


* us at length to the extreme moment of peril, 
c to the laſt verge of deſtruction! Ally himſelf, 
& Kc. &c, He begged therefore, for himſelf 
cc and his friends, to „ Aelaicn any ſuch alliance; 
„ and he declared, he was the rather inclined to 
diſavow ſuch a nne becauſe, from the 
tc paſt conduct of Miniſters, he was warranted 
„ to declare, and to maintain, that ſuch an al- 
c lance would be ſomething worſe than an al- 
e liance with France and Spain ; ; it would be an 
c alliance with thoſe who pretended to be the 
friends of Great-Britain, but who were, in fact 


* and in truth, her worſt enemies. (a) 


I ſhould not have quoted this ſpeech 0 much 


at length, if it was not for the latter part of it, 


to which, J ſuppoſe, our Author alludes in the 


following paragraph: ““ In ſhort, they preſumed 


to aſſert i in public, that the tyranny of France 
© and Spain would be more welcome to . 
* than the continuance of their Rivals 

e power.“ (2) And I ſhall leave the Reader 5 
Judge, with how much - ingenuity the ſenſe is 
miſrepreſented, and with how much, truth the 
above unqualified ſentiment is imputed to them. 


The next page of our Author being only mat- 
ter of fair conjecture, I ſhall take little notice of 


it: 


(a) Mr. ge” Parl. Re vol, xili. 2 i 
(5) Short Hiſt. p. 51. eg N 492, 5 495. 


oli ater tens ĩ˙ 25 2 


an 

it: It is that, © in caſe of an invaſion of this 
« Ifland, there is every reaſon to fear, that Op- 
e poſition will be ſtill an Oppoſition.” (a)—This is 
candid, and ſhews the earneſt deſire he has to pro- 
mote that unanimity, which, in his laſt page, he 
fo much recommends. .. ot rs 
To this candid conjecture I will only oppoſe 
the actual exertions made by *perſons of this 
deſcription throughout the kingdom, and their 
conduct in Parliament during the laſt fortnight. 
of the Seflion, when the fears of Adminiſtration 
were at the higheſt; to which I will only add 
the ſentiments his Majeſty expreſſed at the cloſe. 
of it, viz. © I conſider it as a happy omen of 
de the ſucceſs of my arms, that the increaſe of 
© difficulties ſerves only to augment the courage 
de and conſtancy of the Nation, and to animate 
ee and unite my People in defence of their Country, 
e and of every thing that is dear to them.” (C“)? 

1 ſhall now only make an obſervation on the 
evident deſign of the Author in this Short Hiſtory, 
which is, plainly, to keep alive party diſputes at a 
time that is more proper for action than debate; 
to decry the characters of ſome of the moſt up- 
right and virtuous Men in this nation, and, by 
depreciating their merit, to enhance that of his 
own Friends and Patrons. Confcious that the 


conduct of theſe laſt will not ſtand the reſt of 


examination, he ſees that nothing can keep them 
much longer in their ſtation, unleſs he can eſta- 
bliſh an opinion to the diſcredit of thoſe who 
have oppoſed them. How ſucceſsfully he has 
done this, the Public will now judge; and they 
45) His Majeſty's Speech, the zd of July, 1779. 
The Dukes of Dewonfbire, Grafton, Richmond, and Rui- 
land; Sir George Saville, Sir Cecil Wray, &c. cc. 


o 


aft 
" 


and direction of the Miniſtry. 


79 J 


will judge too of the injuſtice of the ſcandalous 


aſperſions uttered with unremitting aſſiduity in 


thoſe daily prints, and other publications, which 
are known to be under the immediate influenco 
The deſign of 
this Short Defence, on the other hand, is not 
to give a Hiſtory (I fear it could not be a 


| ſhort one) of the preſent Adminiſtration, any 


further than it has neceſſarily ariſen out of this 


Defence; but ſolely to anſwer the illiberal charges 


of this Author, and to lay the facts fairly before 


the Reader, free from falſe wit and falſe rea- 


ſoning. 


; INCE this Work was written, and whilſt it 


was preparing for the Preſs, the combined 
Fleets of the Houſe of Bourbon have twice rode tri- 
umphant in the Briziþ Channel! What a fall from 


that pinnacle of glory to which we were raiſed at 


the cloſe of the laſt war ! and after having paſſed 


three fourths of the ſhort period that has elapſed 


ſince that æra, in the moſt profound peace, and 


the moſt ſplendid proſperity. - 
But let not our ſpirits be depreſſed let us 
make the beſt of our melancholy ſituation Not- 
- withſtanding the ſuperiority of numbers, this 
may be compenſated by the ſuperior excellence 
of our ſhips, the ſuperior {kill of our Con- 
manders, and the ſuperior courage and ardour 
of Engliſhmen, fighting for every thing that is 


dear to them. Let the event be what it will, to 


be expoſed to ſuch a danger, is itſelf a ſufficient 
proof of the want of wiſdom in our Councils, 


Which, 
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which, from one degradatigh/ to another, have at 
length brought us to this moſt dangerous ſitua» 


tion, from which, however, I {till truſt the united 
exertions of Great-Britain will reſcue. us: But 


this is not enough; a mere removal of preſent 
and imminent: danger is not all that we expect 
at the hands of the Miniſter. 
When, however, the deſigns of our natural 
Enemies are defeated by the united exertions of 
our Countrymen, it will be then a proper ſeaſon 
to enquire into the cauſes of the dangers to which 
we have been expoſed, and the loſſes we have 


ſuſtained. In the mean time, I think I can ven- 
ture to anſwer, that the Oppoſition will remain 
firm to the real intereſt of their Country; that 
they will not ſuffer the unjuſt calumnies of their 
Enemies to divert their attention from the public 


good; that they will, for a time, ſuſpend their 


indignation againft the Authors of the public 
calamities; that though they foretold, and would 
have prevented, the ruinous conſequences of the 


6 


American war, they will now do all in their power 


to avert and leſſen them; that, as they were not 
able to preſerve, they will exert every effort to 
reſtore the proſperity and tranquillity of their 
Country; but, at the ſame time, that they will 
not forget, at a proper ſeaſon, in a legal and par- 


liamentary way, to call the Authors of theſe 


misfortunes to account, and to prevent the furs" 
ther ill conſequences of their continuing to direct 
the affairs of this once 


q 


powerful and happy 


Nation . 
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